
Small Victory 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

White House and a divided 
Congress can now move 
on to the next fiscal crisis 
after a last-minute deal to 
avert the “fiscal cliff” laid 
the foundation for more 
combustible struggles over 
taxes, spending and debt 
in the next few months. 
President Barack Obama's 
victory on taxes this week 
was the second, grudging 
round of a piecemeal bat¬ 
tle in as many years over 
mountainous U.S. deficits. 
Despite the length and in¬ 
tensity of the debate, the 
deal to raise the top in- 



President Barack Obama 
winks as he arrives to make 
a statement regarding the 
passage of the fiscal cliff bill 
in Washington. 

(AP Photo/Charles Dharapak) 

come tax rate on families 
earning over $450,000 a 
year — about 1 percent 
of households — and in¬ 
cluding only $12 billion in 
spending cuts turned out 
to be a relatively easy vote 
for many members of Con¬ 
gress. This was particularly 
so because the alternative 
was to raise taxes on every¬ 
one. 

But in banking $620 billion in 
higher taxes over the com¬ 
ing decade from wealthier 
earners, Obama and his 
Republican rivals have 
barely touched deficits still 
expected to be in the $650 
billion range by the end of 
his second term. 


Continued on Page 4 



Rep. Peter King, R-N.Y., right, accompanied by fellow lawmakers, speak to reporters on Capitol Hill in Washington, Wednesday, 
Jan. 2, 2013, after a meeting with House Speaker John Boehner of Ohio, over the delayed vote on aid for the victims of Superstorm 
Sandy. 

(AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 


King: Boehner promises storm aid votes 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

leader of the U.S. House of 
Representatives agreed 
Wednesday to a vote this 
week on aid for Superstorm 
Sandy recovery, changing 
course after coming under 
intense pressure from angry 
fellow Republicans. 

The speaker will schedule 
a vote Friday for $9 billion 
for the national flood insur¬ 
ance program and another 
on Jan. 15 for a remaining 
$51 billion in the package, 
Republican Rep. Peter 
King of New York said after 


emerging from a meeting 
with Boehner and Repub¬ 
lican lawmakers from New 
York and New Jersey. The 
votes will be taken by the 
new Congress that will be 
sworn in Thursday. 
Boehner's decision Tues¬ 
day night to cancel an 
expected vote on the 
storm aid before Congress 
ends its current session had 
provoked a firestorm of 
criticism from New York, 
New Jersey and adjacent 
states, including many law¬ 
makers in his own party. 


According to King, Boeh¬ 
ner explained that after 
the contentious vote this 
week to avoid major tax 
increases and spending 
cuts called the “fiscal cliff," 
Boehner didn’t think it was 
the right time to schedule 
the vote before the current 
Congress went out of busi¬ 
ness. 

King left the session with 
Boehner without the anger 
that led him to lash out at 
the speaker Tuesday night. 
“What’s done is done. The 
end result will be New York, 


New Jersey and Connecti¬ 
cut will receive the funding 
they deserve. We made 
our position clear last night. 
That’s in the past,” King 
said. 

Sandy was blamed for at 
least 120 deaths and bat¬ 
tered coastline areas from 
North Carolina to Maine in 
October. New York, New 
Jersey and Connecticut 
were the hardest hit states 
and suffered high winds, 
flooding and storm surges. 

Continued on Page 3 
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American journalist missing in Syria 


BEN HUBBARD 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — An American 
journalist who graduated 
from Marquette University 
has been missing in Syria 
since he was kidnapped 
more than one month ago, 
his family said Wednesday, 
less than two years after he 
was held by government 
forces in Libya while cover¬ 
ing that country’s civil war. 
The family of James Foley, 
of Rochester, N.H., said he 
was kidnapped in north¬ 
west Syria by unknown gun¬ 
men on Thanksgiving day. 
Foley, 39, has worked in a 
number of conflict zones 
around the Middle East, 
including Syria, Libya and 
Iraq. He was contributing 
videos to Agence France- 
Press while in Syria. Foley 
graduated from Marquette 
in 1996, the Milwaukee 
Journal Sentinel reported. 
Foley’s disappearance 
highlights the risks to report¬ 
ers seeking to cover the 
civil war from inside Syria. 
The Syrian government 
rarely gives visas to jour¬ 
nalists and often limits the 
movements of those it al¬ 
lows in. This has prompted 
a number of reporters to 
sneak into the country with 
the rebels fighting to top¬ 
ple President Bashar Assad. 
Some have been killed 
or wounded while others 
have disappeared. 

Foley and another journalist 
were working in the north¬ 
ern province of Idlib when 
they were kidnapped near 
the village of Taftanaz on 
November 22. He had en¬ 
tered Syria a short time ear¬ 


lier. 

Media outlets refrained 
from reporting on Foley’s 
kidnapping until his family 
released its statement. The 
other reporter’s family has 
requested that that report¬ 
er’s name not be made 
public. 

Foley’s family said they 
have not heard from him 
since. 


contact us so we can work 
together toward his re¬ 
lease.” 

The Chairman of Agence 
France-Press, Emmanuel 
Hoog, said in a statement 
that the news agency was 
doing all it could to get Fol¬ 
ey released. 

“James is a profession¬ 
al journalist who has re¬ 
mained totally neutral in 



This photo posted on the website freejamesfoley.org shows jour¬ 
nalist James Foley in Aleppo, Syria, in July, 2012. The family of 
an American journalist says he went missing in Syria more than 
one month ago while covering the civil war there. A statement 
released online Wednesday by the family of James Foley said 
he was kidnapped in northwest Syria by unknown gunmen on 
Thanksgiving day. 

(AP Photo/Nicole Tung) 


“We want Jim to come 
safely home, or at least we 
need to speak with him to 
know he's OK," said his fa¬ 
ther, John Foley, in the on¬ 
line statement. “Jim is an 
objective journalist and we 
appeal for the release of 
Jim unharmed. To the peo¬ 
ple who have Jim, please 


this conflict," Hoog said. 
“His captors, whoever they 
may be, must release him 
immediately.” 

In April 2011, Foley and 
two other reporters were 
detained by government 
forces in Libya while cover¬ 
ing that country’s civil war. 
□ 


C. African Republic faces rebel push 


KRISTA LARSON 
Associated Press 
DAMARA, Central African 
Republic (AP) — More than 
30 truckloads of troops from 
Chad line the two-lane 
highway just outside of Da- 
mara, supporting Central 
African Republic govern¬ 
ment forces who want to 
block a new rebel coalition 
from reaching the capital. 
In a display of force, the 
turbaned fighters hold their 
rocket-propelled grenades 
and other weapons they 
threaten to use if the rebels 


seeking to oust President 
Francois Bozize push this far 
south. 

Gen. Jean Felix Akaga, 
who heads the regional 
force known as FOMAC, 
says a push on Damara, 
just 75 kilometers (45 miles) 
north of the capital, would 
be “a declaration of war” 
on the 10 Central African 
states. 

“For us, Damara is the red 
line that the rebels can¬ 
not cross,” Akaga said 
Wednesday. “If they attack 
Damara, we will attack.” 


The United Nations called 
for talks between the gov¬ 
ernment and rebels and 
the Security Council sched¬ 
uled closed consultations 
on the Central African Re¬ 
public on Thursday after¬ 
noon. 

The multinational force 
brought journalists up 
to Damara, where they 
touted the strength of the 
Chadian troops, who along 
with forces from Repub¬ 
lic of Congo and Gabon 
are helping to stabilize the 
area. □ 


AROUND THE WORLD 
2 shoot at police station, die in chase 

ROSTOV-ON-DON, Russia (AP) — A Russian police spokes¬ 
man says two attackers opened fire on a police station in 
the country’s restive Caucasus region and were killed in a 
subsequent chase. Vladimir Zaitzev of the regional Interior 
Ministry says the attack took place Wednesday in Uchkek- 
en, a village in the republic of Karachayevo-Cherkessiya. 
The gunmen fired on the station with an automatic rifle, 
then sped away in an automobile. The attackers’ car ran 
into a tree and they opened fire on police when they 
emerged. Police returned fire and killed both, Zaitsev said. 
Caucasus provinces have been shaken for years by vio¬ 
lence attributed to Islamic insurgents.Q 

Malala’s father given diplomatic post 

LONDON (AP) — The father of a teenage Pakistani shot in 
the head by Taliban for advocating girls’ education has 
been given a diplomatic post in the U.K. Malala Yousufzai 
has been recovering at a hospital in Birmingham, England, 
after she was shot in October in Pakistan. The Taliban have 
vowed to target her again. Pakistan’s High Commissioner 
to Britain, Wajid Shamsul Hasan, confirmed a BBC report 
Wednesday saying that Malala’s father, Ziauddin, has 
been appointed Pakistan’s education attache in Birming¬ 
ham. The position virtually guarantees Malala will remain 
in the U.K. Malala’s case won recognition for the struggle 
for women’s rights in Pakistan. □ 

Gang rape suspect may be a juvenile 

NEW DELHI (AP) — A bone test is being conducted to con¬ 
firm the age of a young suspect in custody in the fatal 
assault and gang rape of a woman on a bus in India’s 
capital, while prosecutors will seek the death penalty for 
five other men arrested with him, police said. The six will 
be charged in court on Thursday on accusations that they 
kidnapped, gang raped and murdered the 23-year-old 
woman in New Delhi on Dec. 16, police spokesman Rajan 
Bhagat said. Media reports say some 30 witnesses have 
been gathered, and the charges have been detailed in 
more than 1,000 pages. Indians have been demanding 
the death penalty for the six men. □ 

Low-cost film setting records in China 

BEIJING (AP) — A low-budget, domestically produced 
comedy has unexpectedly become the highest-grossing 
Chinese film to date. Chinese state media say the wacky 
road movie “Lost in Thailand" has grossed more than 1 bil¬ 
lion yuan ($160 million) since its Dec. 12 debut. The official 
Xinhua News Agency, citing an independent monitor of 
box office figures, said Wednesday that it also beat James 
Cameron’s “Titanic” in 3-D, the most popular foreign film 
in 2012, in Chinese theaters. Set in Thailand, the film tells 
the story of two businessmen who go searching for their 
boss in the north, and then link up with a tourist eager to 
explore the country. □ 

Thieves burglarize flagship Apple hub 

PARIS (AP) — Masked and armed thieves used the New 
Year’s Eve fete to rob the flagship Apple store in Paris. The 
French press reported that up to €1 million ($1.3 million) 
in goods were stolen at the store selling products such as 
Apple’s iPhones and iPads behind the Paris Opera house, 
a figure police would not confirm. Police said Tuesday the 
theft occurred about 9 p.m. Monday, 3 hours after closing, 
while police were deployed around the famed Champs- 
Elysees Avenue where revelers traditionally gather on New 
Year’s Eve. □ 






















Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, center, is transported through 
the New York Presbyterian Hospital complex Wednesday, Jan. 2, 
2013, in New York. 

(AP Photo/Frank Franklin II) 
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King: Boehner promises storm aid votes 


Continued from front 

It was the most costly natu¬ 
ral disaster since Hurricane 
Katrina devastated New 
Orleans in 2005 and one of 
the worst storms ever in the 
Northeast. 

“Getting critical aid to the 
victims of Hurricane Sandy 
should be the first priority 
in the new Congress, and 
that was reaffirmed today 
with members of the New 


cizing Boehner before the 
speaker changed course. 
Christie said he was frustrat¬ 
ed after Boehner withdrew 
the bill Tuesday night and 
tried to call him four times 
that night, but none of the 
calls were returned. Chris¬ 
tie complained about the 
“toxic internal politics" of 
the House majority. Christie 
said he had worked hard 
to persuade House mem¬ 
bers to support Sandy aid. 


servative lawmakers who 
want to offset any increase 
in spending and Northeast 
and mid-Atlantic lawmak¬ 
ers determined to help their 
states recover more than 
two months after the storm 
hit. 

The criticism of Boehner on 
the House floor was person¬ 
al at times, and reflected in 
part the frustration among 
rank-and-file over the deci¬ 
sion to press ahead with a 


Clinton leaves hospital 
after treatment for clot 



Gov. Chris Christie speaks at a news conference at New Jersey's State House on Wednesday, Jan. 
2, 2013, in Trenton, N.J. Christie blasted fellow Republican John Boehner for the House Speaker’s 
decision Tuesday to delay a vote on Superstorm Sandy relief and says the inaction is “inexcus¬ 
able.” Republican 


JOSH LEDERMAN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Sec¬ 
retary of State Hillary Rod¬ 
ham Clinton was released 
from a New York hospital 
on Wednesday, three days 
after doctors discovered a 
blood clot in her head. 
Clinton’s medical team 
advised her that she was 
making good progress on 
all fronts and said they are 
confident she will fully re¬ 
cover, said Clinton spokes¬ 
man Philippe Reines. Doc¬ 
tors had been treating Clin¬ 
ton with blood thinners to 
dissolve a clot in a vein that 
runs through the space be¬ 
tween the brain and the 
skull behind the right ear. 
“She’s eager to get back 
to the office,” Reines said 
in a statement, adding that 
the secretary and her fam¬ 
ily are grateful for the ex¬ 
cellent care she received 
at New York-Presbyterian 
Hospital. 

Reines said details of when 
Clinton will return to work 
will be clarified in the com¬ 
ing days. 

Clinton had been in the 
hospital since Sunday, 
when doctors discovered 
the clot on an MRI test 
during a follow-up exam 
stemming from a concus¬ 
sion she suffered earlier in 
December. While at home 
battling a stomach virus, 
Clinton had fainted, fallen 
and struck her head, a 
spokesman said. 

“Grateful my Mom dis¬ 
charged from the hospital 
and is heading home,” the 
secretary’s daughter, Chel¬ 
sea, wrote on Twitter. “Even 
more grateful her medical 


team (is) confident she’ll 
make a full recovery.” 
Earlier Wednesday, the 
State Department said 
Clinton had been speak¬ 
ing by telephone with staff 
in Washington and review¬ 
ing paperwork while in the 
hospital. 

“She’s been quite active 
on the phone with all of 
us,” said State Department 
spokeswoman Victoria 
Nuland. Before being re¬ 
leased from the hospital, 
Clinton was photographed 
Wednesday getting into 
a black van with her hus¬ 
band, Bill, Chelsea and a 
security contingent to be 
taken elsewhere on the 
sprawling hospital campus. 
The last time Clinton had 
been seen publicly was on 
Dec. 7. 

Clinton’s physicians had 
said Monday that there 
was no neurological dam¬ 
age but that they planned 
to keep her in the hospital 
while they established the 
proper dose for the blood 
thinners. They said Clinton, 
65, had been in good spir¬ 
its and was engaging with 
doctors, family and aides. 
Sidelined by her illness for 
most of December, Clin¬ 
ton was forced to can¬ 
cel scheduled testimony 
before Congress about a 
scathing report into the at¬ 
tack on the U.S. diplomatic 
mission in Benghazi, Libya, 
and was absent on Dec. 
21 when President Barack 
Obama nominated Sen. 
John Kerry to succeed 
her when she steps down 
at the start of Obama’s 
second term, as had long 
been planned. □ 


York and New Jersey dele¬ 
gations,” Boehner said in a 
joint statement with House 
Majority Leader Eric Can¬ 
tor. 

King said Boehner assured 
the lawmakers present that 
the money from the two 
House votes would roughly 
equal the $60 billion pack¬ 
age of aid that passed the 
Senate on Friday. 

The House Appropriations 
Committee has drafted a 
smaller, $27 billion mea¬ 
sure for immediate recov¬ 
ery needs and a second 
amendment for $33 billion 
to meet longer-term needs. 
The $9 billion in flood insur¬ 
ance money to be voted 
on Friday was originally in 
the $27 billion measure. The 
votes on Jan. 15 will be for 
$18 billion in immediate as¬ 
sistance and $33 billion for 
longer-term projects, in¬ 
cluding projects to protect 
against future storms, King 
said. 

New Jersey Gov. Chris 
Christie, a Republican, was 
among those sharply criti- 


and was given assurances 
by Republican leaders that 
the bill would be voted on 
before Thursday. 

“There is no reason for 
me at the moment to be¬ 
lieve anything they tell 
me,” Christie said before 
Boehner announced there 
would be votes this month. 
Christie and New York Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo, a Demo¬ 
crat, issued a joint state¬ 
ment, saying, “The fact 
that days continue to go by 
while people suffer, fami¬ 
lies are out of their homes, 
and men and women re¬ 
main jobless and struggling 
during these harsh winter 
months is a dereliction of 
duty."King was among an 
angry chorus of New York 
and New Jersey lawmak¬ 
ers from both parties who 
blasted Boehner. He had 
branded Boehner's initial 
decision to pull the bill a 
“cruel knife in the back” to 
New York and New Jersey. 
In considering the Sandy 
aid package, the speaker 
was caught between con- 


(AP Photo/Tim Larsen) 

vote on the “fiscal cliff deal. 
Boehner had been strug¬ 
gling with conservatives 
who complained that the 
economic package didn’t 
include enough spending 
cuts. 

Reps. Michael Grimm, a 
Republican, and Jerrold 
Nadler, a Democrat, said in 
angry House floor remarks 
that while they did not 
agree on much, Boehner’s 
decision amounted to a 
“betrayal" and a crushing 
blow to states battered by 
the storm. 

Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand, a 
New York Democrat, raised 
the political temperature 
even more. 

She said Boehner should 
explain his decision to fami¬ 
lies whose homes and busi¬ 
nesses were destroyed, 
and added: “But I doubt 
he has the dignity nor the 
guts to do it.” President 
Barack Obama called for 
House Republicans to vote 
on the Sandy aid “without 
delay for our fellow Ameri¬ 
cans.” □ 
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With ‘cliff’ averted, on to the next fiscal crisis 


Continued from front 

And those calculations as¬ 
sume policymakers can find 
more than $1 trillion over 10 
years to replace automatic 
across-the-board spending 
cuts known as a sequester. 
“They didn’t do any of the 
tough stuff,” said Erskine 
Bowles, chairman a 2010 
deficit commission. “We’ve 
taken two steps now, but 
those two steps combined 
aren't enough to put our 
fiscal house in order." 

In 2011, the government 
adopted tighter caps on 
day-to-day operating bud¬ 
gets of the Pentagon and 
other Cabinet agencies 
to save $1.1 trillion over 10 
years. 

The measure passed Tues¬ 
day prevents automatic 
tax hikes for everyone but 
higher-income earners. It 
also blocks severe across- 
the-board spending cuts 
for two months, extends 
unemployment benefits for 
the long-term jobless for a 
year, stops a 27 percent 
cut in fees paid to doc¬ 
tors treating patients under 
the Medicare program for 
the elderly, and prevents 
a possible doubling of milk 
prices. 

The alternafive was going 
over the cliff, an economy- 
punching half-frillion-dollar 
combination of sweeping 
tax increases and spending 
cuts. Despite the deal, the 
government partially went 
over the brink anyway with 
the expiration of a two- 
year cut in payroll taxes for 
the Social Security pension 
program. 


Action inside a dysfunc¬ 
tional Washington now 
only comes with binding 
deadlines. So, naturally, this 
week's hard-fought bar¬ 
gain sets up another crisis in 


two months, when painful 
across-the-board spending 
cuts to the Pentagon and 
domestic programs are set 
to kick in and the govern¬ 
ment runs out of the abil¬ 
ity to juggle its $16.4 trillion 
debt without having to bor¬ 
row more money. 

Unless Congress increases 
or allows Obama to in¬ 
crease that borrowing cap, 
the government risks a first- 
ever default on U.S. obliga¬ 
tions. Republicans will use 


this as an opportunity to 
leverage more spending 
cuts from Obama, jusf like 
fhey did in fhe summer of 
2011. House of Representa¬ 
tives Speaker John Boeh- 


ner, the top Republican in 
Washington, vows that any 
increase in the debt limit 
— which needs to be en¬ 
acted by Congress by the 
end of February or some¬ 
time in March — must be 
accompanied by an equal 
amount in cuts to federal 
spending. That puts him on 
yet another collision course 
with Obama, who has 
vowed anew that he won’t 
let haggling over spending 
cuts complicate the de¬ 


bate over the debt limit. 
The cliff compromise rep¬ 
resented the first time since 
1990 that Republicans 
condoned a tax increase. 
That has whipped up a fury 


among lawmakers from 
the conservative tea party 
movement and increased 
the pressure on Boehner to 
adopt a hard line in com¬ 
ing confrontations over the 
borrowing cap and the 
spending cuts that won 
only a two-month reprieve 
in this weeks' deal. 

Put simply. House Republi¬ 
cans are demanding new 
spending cuts — possibly 
through changes in Social 
Security and Medicare 


benefit formulas — as a 
scalp, and they're dead 
set against raising more 
revenues through anything 
less than an overhaul of the 
tax code now that Obama 
has won higher taxes on 
the wealthy. 

“Now the focus turns to 
spending,” Boehner said 
after Tuesday's vote, prom¬ 
ising that future budget 
battles will center on “sig¬ 
nificant spending cuts and 
reforms fo the entitlement 
programs that are driving 
our country deeper and 
deeper into debt.” 

Obama is just as adamant 
on the other side, saying 
higher revenues have to 
be part of any formula for 
further diverting the auto¬ 
matic spending cuts. 

The refusal of Republicans 
to consider additional new 
taxes is sure to stir up resis¬ 
tance among Democrats 
when they’re asked to con¬ 
sider politically painful cuts 
to so-called entitlement 
programs like Medicare. 
Democratic protests led 
Obama and Boehner to 
take a proposal to increase 
the Medicare eligibility age 
off the table in the recent 
round of talks. 

The upshot? More 
scorched-earth politics 
on the budget will prob¬ 
ably dominate the initial 
few months of Obama’s 
second term, when the 
president would prefer to 
focus on legacy accom¬ 
plishments like fixing fhe 
immigration problem and 
implementing his overhaul 
of health careO 



Speaker of the House John Boehner, R-Ohio, and Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers, R-Wash., right, at 
the House of Representatives at the Capitol in Washington. 

(AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 
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Critics: grounding shows Arctic drilling danger 


This aerial image provided by the U.S. Coast Guard shows the 
Royal Dutch Shell drilling rig Kulluk aground off a small island 
near Kodiak Island Tuesday, Jan. 1, 2013. No leak has been 
seen from the drilling ship that grounded off the island during a 
storm, officials said, as opponents criticized the growing race to 
explore the Arctic for energy resources. 

(AP Photo/U.S. Coast Guard) 


DAN JOLING 
Associated Press 
ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP) 

— The grounding of a pe¬ 
troleum drilling ship on a 
remote Alaska Island has 
refueled the debate about 
oil exploration in the U.S. 
Arctic Ocean, where crit¬ 
ics for years have said the 
conditions are too harsh 
and the stakes too high to 
allow dangerous industrial 
development. 

The drilling sites are 1,000 
miles (1,600 kilometers) 
from Coast Guard resourc¬ 
es, and environmentalists 
argue offshore drilling in the 
Arctic’s fragile ecosystem is 
too risky. So when a Royal 
Dutch Shell PLC ship went 
aground on New Year’s 
Eve off an uninhabited is¬ 
land in the Gulf of Alaska, 
they pounced — saying 
the incident foreshadowed 
what will happen north of 
the Bering Strait if drilling is 
allowed. 

For oil giant Shell, which 
leads the way in drilling in 
the frontier waters of the U .S 
Arctic, a spokesman said 
the incident will be a learn¬ 
ing experience in the com¬ 
pany’s years-long effort 
to draw oil from beneath 
the ocean floor, which it 
maintains it can do safely. 
Though no wells yet exist. 
Shell has invested billions of 
dollars gearing up for drill¬ 
ing in the Beaufort and the 
Chukchi seas, off Alaska’s 


north and northwest coast. 
The potential bounty is 
high: the U.S. Geological 
Survey estimates 26.6 billion 
barrels of recoverable oil 
and 130 trillion cubic feet 
(3.68 trillion cubic meters) 
of natural gas exist in Arctic 
waters. Environmentalists 
note the Beaufort and the 
Chukchi seas are some of 
the world’s most wild and 
remote ecosystems on the 
planet. They’re also some 
of the most fragile, sup¬ 
porting polar bears, the ice 
seals they feed on, walrus, 
endangered whales and 
other marine mammals 
that Alaska Natives de¬ 
pend on for their subsis¬ 
tence culture. 

“The Arctic is just far differ¬ 
ent than the Gulf of Alaska 
or even other places on 
earth,” said Marilyn Hei- 
man, U.S. Arctic director 
for the Pew Environment 
Group. 

Royal Dutch Shell PLC in 
2008 spent $2.1 billion on 
Chukchi Sea leases and 
estimates it has spent 
nearly $5 billion gearing 
up for drilling there and in 
the Beaufort. Shell Alaska 
spokesman Curtis Smith 
said the company has a 
long, successful history of 
working offshore in Alaska 
and is confident it can 
build another multidecade 
business in the Arctic. 

“Our success here is not 
by accident,” Smith said. 


“We know how to work in 
regions like this. Having said 
that, when flawless execu¬ 
tion does not happen, you 
learn from it, and we will.” 
The drill ship that operated 
in the Beaufort Sea, the Kul¬ 
luk, a circular barge with 
a funnel-shape hull and 
no propulsion system, ran 
ashore this week on Sitkali- 
dak Island. 

The ship had left Dutch Har¬ 
bor in the Aleutian Island 
under tow behind the 360- 
foot (110-meter) anchor 
handler Aiviq on Dec. 22. 
It was making its way to a 
Pacific Northwest shipyard 
for maintenance and up¬ 
grades when it ran into a 
vicious storm — a fairly rou¬ 
tine winter event for Alaska 
waters. 


The tow line snapped Dec. 
27. Shell vessels and the 
Coast Guard reattached 
tow lines at least four times. 
High wind and seas that 
approached 50 feet (15 
meters) frustrated efforts to 
control the rig, and it ran 
ashore. Shell, the drill ship 
operators and transit ex¬ 
perts, and the Coast Guard 
are planning the salvage 
operation. The state of 
Alaska has been an enthu¬ 
siastic supporter of Arctic 
offshore drilling. More than 
90 percent of its general 
fund revenue comes from 
oil earnings. However, the 
trans-Alaska pipeline has 
been running at less than 
one-third capacity as re¬ 
serves diminish in North 
Slope fields.O 
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^EntrecT^) • Fresh Catch of the Day 

*- y prepared by our local chef just the way you like it. 

• Jumbo Shrimp from our local waters, 
breaded served with potato or rice or 
with garlic tossed over linguine. 

• Filet Mignon* 8 oz. US Tenderloin 

• Grilled Boneless Chicken Breast 


> Chocolate or Banana Cake 
* Ice Cream ___ 


• Coffee / Tea 


This special cannot be used with any 
other promotions, vouchers or certificates. 


Authentic* Aruban Seafood 


25th ANNIVERSARY 

V 

Open daily from 5:00pm - 10:30pm (closed on Sundays) 
For reservations call: 583-2515 - Klipstraat 12, Downtown. 
www.driftwoodaruba.com • driftwood@setarnet.aw 
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Lounge cofe with morino view 

Open for breakfast, lunch, dinner & drinks 

Live Entertainment Tue - Sat | Dinner 8c movie mon - Fri | Dailq Specials 

Located ot Renaissance marketplace 


US sperm donor fights request to pay child support 


JOHN HANNA 
Associated Press 
TOPEKA, Kansas (AP) — A 

U.S. man who donated 
sperm to a lesbian couple 
after answering an online 
ad is fighting efforts by 
Kansas state authorities to 
suddenly force him to pay 
child support for the now 
3-year-old girl, arguing that 
he and the women signed 
an agreement waiving all 
of his parental rights. 

The case hinges on the fact 
that no doctors were used 
for the artificial insemina¬ 
tion. The state argues that 
because William Marotta 
didn't work through a clin¬ 
ic or doctor, as required 
by state law, he can be 
held responsible for about 
$6,000 that the child's bio¬ 
logical mother received 
through public assistance 
— as well as future child 
support. 

Angela de Rocha, spokes¬ 
woman for the Kansas De¬ 
partment for Children and 
Families, said that when a 
single mother seeks ben¬ 
efits for a child, it's routine 
for the department to try to 
determine the child’s pa¬ 


ternity and require the fa¬ 
ther to make support pay¬ 
ments to lessen the poten¬ 
tial cost to taxpayers. 
Marotta, a 46-year-old To¬ 
peka resident, answered 
an online ad in 2009 from a 


local couple, Angela Bau¬ 
er and Jennifer Schreiner, 
who said they were seek¬ 
ing a sperm donor. After 
exchanging emails and 
meeting, the three signed 
an agreement relieving 
Marotta of any financial or 
paternal responsibility. 


But instead of working with 
a doctor, Marotta agreed 
to drop off a container with 
his sperm at the couple’s 
home and the women suc¬ 
cessfully handled the ar¬ 
tificial insemination them¬ 


selves. Schreiner become 
pregnant with a girl. 

Late last year, after she and 
Bauer broke up, Schreiner 
received public assistance 
from the state to help care 
for the girl. 

The Kansas Department for 
Children and Families filed 


a court petition against 
Marotta in October, asking 
that he be required to reim¬ 
burse the state for the ben¬ 
efits and make future child 
support payments. Marotta 
is asking that the case be 
dismissed, arguing that he’s 
not legally the child's fa¬ 
ther, only a sperm donor. 

A hearing is set for Tuesday. 
Marotta told The Topeka- 
Capital Journal that he is “a 
little scared about where 
this is going to go, primar¬ 
ily for financial reasons.” His 
attorney didn’t immediate¬ 
ly return a phone message 
Wednesday from The Asso¬ 
ciated Press. 

His attorney didn’t immedi¬ 
ately return a phone mes¬ 
sage Wednesday from The 
Associated Press, and there 
was no listing for his home 
phone number in Topeka. 
Listings for Schreiner and 
Bauer were either incor¬ 
rect or out of service, and 
Schreiner did not respond 
to a message sent by Face- 
book. bCourt records show 
that Marotta, Schreiner and 
Bauer signed an agree¬ 
ment in March 2009, with 
the women agreeing to 


“hold him harmless” finan¬ 
cially. The agreement also 
said the child’s birth certifi¬ 
cate would not list a father. 
But the state contends the 
agreement isn’t valid be¬ 
cause a doctor wasn’t in¬ 
volved. 

Under a 1994 Kansas law, 
a sperm donor isn’t consid¬ 
ered the father only when 
a donor provides sperm 
to a licensed physician for 
artificial insemination of a 
woman who isn’t the do¬ 
nor's wife. The result is an in¬ 
centive for donors and pro¬ 
spective mothers to work 
with a doctor, de Rocha 
said. 

“I believe that is the intent 
of the law, so that we don’t 
end up with these ambigu¬ 
ous situations,” she told The 
Associated Press. 

Also, the Kansas Supreme 
Court ruled in October 2007 
that a sperm donor who 
works through a licensed 
physician can’t legally be 
considered a child’s fa¬ 
ther — and doesn’t have 
the right to visit the child or 
have a role in its upbringing 
— absent a formal, written 
agreement. Q 



William Marotta, who is being asked by the state of Kansas to 
pay child support after providing sperm to a same-sex couple, 
speaks about his ordeal at his attorney’s office in Topeka, Kan. 

(AP Photo/Jeff Davis) 


US Judge rules targeted killing memo can remain secret 


ADAM LIPTAK 
© 2013 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - A federal 
judge in Manhattan refused 
Wednesday to require the 
Justice Department to dis¬ 
close a memorandum pro¬ 
viding the legal justification 
for the targeted killing of a 
U.S. citizen, Anwar al-Aw- 
laki, who died in a drone 
strike in Yemen in 2011. 

The ruling, by Judge Colleen 
McMahon, was marked by 
skepticism about the anti¬ 
terrorist program that tar¬ 
geted him, and frustration 
with her own role in keep¬ 
ing the legal rationale for 
it secret.“I can find no way 


around the thicket of laws 
and precedents that effec¬ 
tively allow the executive 
branch of our government 
to proclaim as perfectly 
lawful certain actions that 
seem on their face incom¬ 
patible with our Constitu¬ 
tion and laws while keeping 
the reasons for their conclu¬ 
sion a secret,” she wrote. 

A lawsuit for the memoran¬ 
dum and related materials 
was filed under the Free¬ 
dom of Information Act by 
The New York Times and 
two of its reporters, Charlie 
Savage and Scott Shane. 
Wednesday’s decision also 
rejected a broader re¬ 


quest under the act from 
the American Civil Liberties 
Union. David E. McCraw, a 
lawyer for The Times, said 
the paper would appeal. 
“We began this litigation 
because we believed our 
readers deserved to know 
more about the U.S. gov¬ 
ernment’s legal position on 
the use of targeted killings 
against persons having ties 
to terrorism, including U.S. 
citizens," McCraw said. Ja- 
meel Jaffer, a lawyer with 
the ACLU, said his group 
also planned to appeal. A 
Justice Department spokes¬ 
man said only that lawyers 
there were reviewing the 


decision. McMahon’s opin¬ 
ion included an overview of 
what she called “an exten¬ 
sive public relations cam¬ 
paign” by various govern¬ 
ment officials about the U.S. 
role in the killing of al-Awlaki 
and the circumstances un¬ 
der which the government 
considers targeted killings, 
including of its citizens, to 
be lawful. The Times and 
the ACLU argued that the 
government had waived 
the right to withhold its le¬ 
gal rationale by discussing 
the program extensively in 
public. 

The government's pub¬ 
lic comments were as a 


whole “cryptic and impre¬ 
cise,” McMahon said, and 
were thus insufficient to 
overcome exemptions in 
the freedom of information 
law for classified materials 
and internal government 
deliberations. McMahon 
said she had not reviewed 
the withheld documents, 
including the one at the 
heart of the case, which 
was prepared by the Jus¬ 
tice Department's Office 
of Legal Counsel. The Times 
published an account of 
the Office of Legal Counsel 
memorandum in October 
2011, citing people who 
had read it.Q 
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Q&A ON THE NEWS 


Newtown students get a new school 


Q: Guards at the Auschwitz 
concentration camp have 
been tried and convicted 
for their crimes. Were any of 
the prisoners who assisted 
the Nazis ever tried? 

-- Fred Rosas, Lawrenceville, 
Ga. 

A: There were several trials in 
the 1950s-60s involving Jew¬ 
ish prisoners who collabo¬ 
rated with their German 
captors, a spokeswoman 
with Jerusalem’s Yad Vash- 
em, which describes itself as 
the ’’World Center for Holo¬ 
caust Research, Education, 
Documentation and Com¬ 
memoration,” told Q-and- 
A on the News in an email. 
Auschwitz kapos -- includ¬ 
ing Emil Bednarek, Josef 
Windeck and Bernhard 
Bonitz - were convicted 
of many crimes, includ¬ 
ing murder, in the Frankfurt 
Auschwitz Trials in the 1960s. 
Bednarek was sentenced 
to life imprisonment after 
being found guilty of 14 
counts of murder. Windeck 
and Bonitz also received life 
sentences. 

Kapos are described by 
the Jewish Virtual Library 
as ’’trustee inmates who 
supervised the prisoners. ... 
These trustees carried out 
the will of the Nazi camp 
commandants and guards, 
and were often as brutal as 
their SS counterparts.” 

An article titled "Punishing 
International Crimes Com¬ 
mitted by the Persecuted: 
The Kapo Trials in Israel 
(1950s- 1960s),” published in 
the Journal of International 
Criminal Justice in March 
2006, states there were 
about 40 trials of kapos 
from 1951-64. 

Q: Gas prices are under $3 
a gallon in some places, 
but why is diesel still at last 
summer's prices? 

-- John Dollar, Smyrna, Ga. 

A: Diesel fuel has been more 
expensive than gas since 
September 2004, because 
of international demand for 
diesel and other distillate 
fuel oils, among other rea¬ 
sons, according to the U.S. 
Energy Information Admin¬ 
istration. Diesel production 
and distribution have been 
cut in the transition to "less 
polluting, lower-sulfur diesel 


fuels” in the U.S., and the 
federal excise tax for "on- 
highway diesel fuel” is at 
24.4 cents a gallon, or 6 
cents higher than the gas 
tax, according to eia.gov. 

Q: If you’re on Social Se¬ 
curity and move out of the 
country, can you still draw 
it? Are you still entitled to 
it? 

- Eddie Webster, Dallas, 
Ga. 

A: U.S. citizens can travel or 
live in most foreign coun¬ 
tries without affecting their 
eligibility for Social Security 
benefits, a spokeswoman 
told Q-and-A on the News 
in an email. If you aren’t a 
U.S. citizen, your payments 
will be stopped after you 
have been outside the 
country for six consecutive 
months, according to law, 
unless you meet one of 
"several exceptions in the 
law, allowing your benefits 
to continue,” she wrote. 
"Most of these exceptions 
are based on your country 
of citizenship, residence or 
on other conditions.” For 
more information about 
receiving benefits abroad, 
including to which coun¬ 
tries payments can be 
sent, reporting responsibili¬ 
ties and taxes, read "Your 
Payments While You are 
Outside the United States” 
at www.socialsecurity.gov. 

Q: A recent article about 
Pepsi stated that Diet Coke 
still uses only aspartame. 
Didn’t Coca-Cola begin 
using Splenda in the past 
few years? 

-- Lance DeLoach, Thom- 
aston, Ga. 

A: Coca-Cola began sell¬ 
ing Diet Coke with the 
sugar substitute Splenda in 
2005, in conjunction with 
its regular Diet Coke line, 
which is flavored with as¬ 
partame. 

It’s packaged differently 
than regular Diet Coke, 
with the words "Sweet¬ 
ened with Splenda” on 
the label with the Splenda 
logo. 

It’s more difficult to find be¬ 
cause the demand isn’t as 
high, a Coca-Cola spokes¬ 
woman told Q-and-A on 
the News. □ 


DAVE COLLINS 
Associated Press 
MONROE, Connecticut 
(AP) — The children who 
escaped last month’s 
shootings at a Connecti¬ 
cut elementary school will 
be returning to classes in a 
neighboring town in a refur¬ 
bished school now named 
after their old one, school 
officials said Wednesday. 
Newtown Superintendent 
of Schools Janet Robin¬ 
son announced that the 
students’ new school, the 
former Chalk Hill Middle 
School in Monroe, has been 
renamed Sandy Hook El¬ 
ementary School. She said 
the Sandy Hook staff made 
that decision. 


“That's who they are. 
They're the Sandy Hook 
family,” Robinson said af¬ 
ter a news conference at 
a park in Monroe a few 
miles (kilometers) from the 
school, which will open for 
classes Thursday morning. 
An open house was held 
for parents and students on 
Wednesday. 

Robinson added that re¬ 
naming the Chalk Hill 
school will allow staff and 
students to keep “their 
identity and a comfort lev¬ 
el.” 

The school where the 
shootings occurred re¬ 
mains closed and guarded 
by police. Newtown offi¬ 
cials haven't decided yet 
on the building’s future. 


It's been nearly three weeks 
since the Dec. 14 massacre, 
when gunman Adam Lan¬ 
za killed 20 students and six 
educators. Lanza also killed 
his mother at the home 
they shared in Newtown 
before the school shoot¬ 
ings, which ended when 
Lanza fatally shot himself as 
police arrived. 

Police haven't released 
any details about a motive. 
Numerous police officers 
on Wednesday guarded 
the outside of the Monroe 
school, which is about 7 
miles (11 kilometers) from 
the old school, and told re¬ 
porters to stay away. 

Asked about the level of 
security at the new school. 


Monroe police Lt. Keith 
White said, “I think right 
now it has to be the safest 
school in America.” 
Newtown Police Chief Mi¬ 
chael Kehoe declined to 
answer questions Wednes¬ 
day about the investiga¬ 
tion. 

Teachers attended staff 
meetings at the new school 
on Wednesday morning 
and were visited by Gov. 
Dannel P. Malloy before 
the open house. White said. 
Robinson said Chalk Hill 
School has been trans¬ 
formed into a “cheerful” 
place for the surviving stu¬ 
dents to resume normal 
school routines. She said 
mental health counselors 
continue to be available 


for anyone who needs 
them. 

“They’re so excited to see 
the teachers,” Robinson 
said about the open house 
attendees. 

Several signs welcoming 
the Sandy Hook students to 
their new school were post¬ 
ed along the road lead¬ 
ing to the school in a rural, 
mostly residential neighbor¬ 
hood. One said “Welcome 
Sandy Hook Elementary 
Kids,” while a similar sign 
added “You are in our 
prayers.” 

Donna Page, a retired San¬ 
dy Hook principal, will lead 
the new school. 

Teams of workers, many of 
them volunteers, prepared 


the Chalk Hill school with 
fresh paint and new furni¬ 
ture and even raised bath¬ 
room floors so the smaller 
elementary school students 
can reach the toilets. The 
students' desks, backpacks 
and other belongings that 
were left behind following 
the shooting were taken 
to the new school to make 
them feel at home. 
Counselors say it’s impor¬ 
tant for children to get 
back to a normal routine 
and for teachers and par¬ 
ents to offer sensitive reas¬ 
surances. 

When classes start, Robin¬ 
son said teachers will try to 
make it as normal a school 
day as possible for the 
children. □ 



Children board a bus on the first day of classes after the holiday break, in Newtown, Conn., 
Wednesday, Jan. 2, 2013. Nearly three weeks after the shooting rampage at Sandy Hook 
Elementary School in Newtown, students and teachers from the school will return to class Thursday 


in the neighboring town of Monroe. 


(AP Photo/Jessica Hill) 
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Tel: 583-5669 

www.aquawindies.com 


SCUBA DIVING 


Cafe 


lunch Special for the Week 


* Monday 12th 

* Tuesday 13th 


14 Day Beginner Course 
1 and 2 Tank Dives 
Certification Courses 
Private Snorkel Tours 




: Chicken Lasagna 
: Pork Chop 

* Wednesday 14th: Steak and Ribs 

* Thursday 15th : Chicken in Mushroom-sauce 

* Friday 16th : Fish or Chicken Alfredo 

* Saturday 17th : Bami Goreng 
All our dishes come with your choice offries, rice or potatoes and fresh veggies. 
Delivery possible with the minimum order ofAfl. 50,- 

* Every Friday Happy Hour from 04.00pm till 06.00pm 



UN says more than 60,000 dead in Syrian civil war 


BEN HUBBARD 
FRANK JORDANS 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — The United Na¬ 
tions gave a grim new count 
Wednesday of the human 
cost of Syria’s civil war, saying 
the death toll has exceeded 
60,000 in 21 months — far 
higher than recent estimates 
by anti-regime activists. 

The day’s events illustrated 
the escalating violence that 
has made recent months 
the deadliest of the conflict: 
As rebels pressed a strat¬ 
egy of attacking airports 
and pushing the fight closer 
to President Bashar Assad's 
stronghold in Damascus, the 
government responded with 
deadly airstrikes on restive ar¬ 
eas around the capital. 

A missile from a fighter jet hit 
a gas station in the suburb of 
Mleiha, killing or wounding 
dozens of people who were 
trapped in burning piles of 
debris, activists said. 
Gruesome online video 


showed incinerated vic¬ 
tims — one still sitting 
astride a motorcycle — or 
bodies torn apart. 

“He's burning! The guy is 


burning!" an off-camera 
voice screamed in one 
video over a flaming 


corpse. 

It was unclear if the govern¬ 
ment had a military strat¬ 
egy for attacking the gas 
station. At least one of the 


wounded wore a military- 
style vest often used by 
rebel fighters. Human rights 


groups and anti-regime 
activists say Assad’s forc¬ 
es often make little effort 
to avoid civilian casual¬ 
ties when bombing rebel 
areas. 

Syria's conflict began 
in March 2011 with pro¬ 
tests calling for political 
change but has evolved 
into a full-scale civil war. 
As the rebels have grown 
more organized and ef¬ 
fective, seizing territory in 
the north and establish¬ 
ing footholds around Da¬ 
mascus, the government 
has stepped up its use of 
airpower, launching daily 
airstrikes. The escalat¬ 
ing violence has sent the 
death toll soaring. 

The U.N.’s new count of 
more than 60,000 deaths 
since the start of the con¬ 
flict is a third higher than 
recent estimates by an¬ 
ti-regime activists. One 
group, the Britain-based 
Syrian Observatory for Hu¬ 


man Rights, says more than 
45,000 people have been 
killed. Other groups have 
given similar tolls. 

“The number of casualties 
is much higher than we ex¬ 
pected, and is truly shock¬ 
ing,” U.N. High Commissioner 
for Human Rights Navi Pillay 
said in a statement. 

She criticized the govern¬ 
ment for inflaming the con¬ 
flict by cracking down on 
peaceful protests and said 
rebel groups, too, have killed 
unjustifiably. Acts by both 
sides could be considered 
war crimes, she said. 

She also faulted world pow¬ 
ers for not finding a way to 
stop the violence. 

“The failure of the interna¬ 
tional community, in par¬ 
ticular the Security Council, 
to take concrete actions 
to stop the bloodletting 
shames us all," Pillay said. 
“Collectively, we have fid¬ 
dled at the edges while Syria 
burns.”□ 



A Syrian rebel plays football in the Saif al-Dawlah neighborhood 
of Aleppo, Syria, Wednesday, Jan. 2, 2013. The United 
Nations estimated Wednesday that more than 60,000 people 
have been killed in Syria’s 21-month-old uprising against 
authoritarian rule, a toll one-third higher than what anti-regime 
activists had counted. (AP Photo/Andoni Lubacki) 


Egypt panel implicates Mubarak, military in deaths 


SARAH EL DEEB 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — An Egyptian 
fact-finding mission deter¬ 
mined that Hosni Mubarak 
watched the uprising against 
him unfold through a live TV 
feed at his palace, despite 
his later denial that he knew 
the extent of the protests and 
crackdown against them, a 
member of the mission said 
Wednesday. 

The mission's findings increase 


pressure for a retrial of the 
84-year old ousted presi¬ 
dent, who is already serv¬ 
ing a life sentence for the 
deaths of 900 protesters. 
But its report could hold 
both political gains and 
dangers for his successor, 
Mohammed Morsi. A new 
prosecution of Mubarak 
would be popular, since 
many Egyptians were an¬ 
gered that he was con¬ 
victed only for failing to 


stop the killing of protesters, 
rather than for ordering the 
crackdown. 

But the report also impli¬ 
cates the military and se¬ 
curity officials in protester 
deaths. Any move to pros¬ 
ecute them could spark 
a backlash from powerful 
generals and others who 
still hold positions under 
Morsi’s government. 

Rights activists said they 
would watch carefully how 
aggressively Morsi pursues 
the evidence, detailed by 
a fact-finding mission he 
commissioned. 

“This report should be part 
of the democratic trans¬ 
formation of Egypt and re¬ 
structuring of security agen¬ 
cies,” Ahmed Ragheb, a 
member of the commission 
and a rights lawyer, told 
The Associated Press. “At 


the end of the day, there 
will be no national recon¬ 
ciliation without revealing 
the truth, and ensuring 
accountability.” 

Morsi, an Islamist from 
the Muslim Brotherhood, 
asked the commission 
to send the report to the 
chief prosecutor Talaat 
Abdullah to investigate 
new evidence, his office 
said Wednesday. 

Morsi recently appointed 
Abdullah to replace a 
Mubarak holdover who 
many considered an ob¬ 
stacle to strongly pros¬ 
ecuting former regime 
officials. Some judges criti¬ 
cized the appointment as 
a political move to con¬ 
tinue to wield leverage 
over the prosecutor post. 
The case will be a test 
whether Abdullah will 


conduct a thorough process 
of holding officials respon¬ 
sible. Some rights activists 
were already disappointed 
that Morsi didn’t empower 
the fact-finding commission 
itself to turn the investiga¬ 
tions into prosecutions and 
avoid political influence. 

The 700-page report on 
protester deaths the past 
two years was submitted 
Wednesday to Morsi by the 
commission, made up of 
judges, rights lawyers, and 
representatives from the 
Interior Ministry and the in¬ 
telligence, as well as fami¬ 
lies of victims. Morsi formed 
the commission soon after 
coming to office in June as 
Egypt’s first freely elected 
president after campaign 
promises to order retrials of 
former regime figures if new 
evidence was revealed. □ 


: BEN Lb CIGARS 

i Itttp&n & txport * Iff 3 ship alt over ike wortd - M:5#SJj5J 

* Loca-Eerf in Eire ArawaJt Garden, rrerE Ed 5a/r & Pepper, 

■ _ sntf renggflesmirsnf. _ 

■ r arv sprciatizw/ill prt'iiiium Cahan ( 

1 Opening luiarxi Moil. - Sal.. AfJOartt - 11: UUpia 
J Sunday 9iMam - 

■ Deg Ending nil purchase, we have fliseoums starting irnin 5S up to IDS. 

* _ Wilh purchase cl S2C or inorelHHECIMH _ 


Rringihjxwiitpiinfarynurfree Ofhgn Q»f» ' 
















































WORLD NEWS \f 


Thursday, January 3, 2013 


2S f * <vtt& 

^ t&id iece/cfc $20 dfocQt&eC fi&t outfits 

■ Champagne Brunch ■ Beach & Cave Tour 
J * Sunset Cruise * Wet*n Wild- Jeep Tour 

I * Sail & Snorkel 

I Pelican Phevt (bclwccn Hdliday Inn and PI nyn Linda Rc-aorC), H-dI iday Inn 

T0rw?l HuC Cp-nlcr. Holiday Inn Concierge, Holiday inn Lobby. Wn?|in Arpbfl 

FMMcto. Wasci n Arwb? Lmw L^bby, Cus-d. &Q-I Mar B4#ch RaiPrt 

Or bfrok cnllno at www.pBlfcHn^ruba.com 


For reservation coll:: 

587230 Z 015861455 i&unda> 


Pope convinced of peace in 2013 despite world woes 


VATICAN CITY (AP) — Pope 
Benedict XVI said this week 
he is convinced that peace 
will prevail in 2013, despite 
the inequality, terrorism 
and “unregulated financial 
capitalism" that afflict the 
world today. 

Benedict celebrated a 
New Year’s Day Mass in 
St. Peter’s Basilica to mark 
the church’s world day of 
peace. His target audience 
was in the front pews: dip¬ 
lomats accredited to the 
Holy See, who next week 
will attend the pope's an¬ 
nual address about the 



Pope Benedict XVI is greeted by bishops as he arrives for his 
weekly general audience in the Paul IV hall at the Vatican, 
Wednesday, Jan. 2, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Andrew Medichini) 


plight of the world’s poor 
and its war-torn regions. 

In his homily, Benedict said 
that despite today’s terror¬ 
ism, criminality and the in¬ 
equality between rich and 
poor, he is convinced the 
“numerous works of peace, 
of which the world is rich, 
are testimony to the innate 
vocation of humanity to 
peace.” 

He cited “unregulated fi¬ 
nancial capitalism” as evi¬ 
dence of an “egotistical 
and individualistic mental¬ 
ity” that is rife in the world. 


Later, Benedict appeared 
at his studio window over¬ 
looking St. Peter's Square 
to wish the crowds below a 
Happy New Year. 

Nearby, a man scaled the 
scaffolding along the col¬ 
onnade surrounding the 
square and draped a ban¬ 
ner calling on Benedict to 
“Stop Terrorism.” 

After a few hours of po¬ 
lice negotiations, he came 
down and was escorted 
away. 

The protest didn’t appear 
to cause the pope any 
disturbance. □ 


Ivory Coast stampede survivors blame barricades 


INZA BAKAYOKO 
Associated Press 
ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast (AP) 

— Survivors of a stampede 
in Ivory Coast that killed 61 
people, most of them chil¬ 
dren and teenagers, after 
a New Year’s Eve fireworks 
display said Wednesday 
that makeshift barricades 
stopped them from moving 
along a main boulevard, 
causing the crush of peo¬ 
ple. Ivory Coast police said 
unknown people put tree 
trunks across the Boulevard 
de la Republique where the 
trampling took place. 

“For security, because 
there were so many impor¬ 
tant people at the event, 
we closed certain main 
streets,” said a police of¬ 
ficer who was overheard 
briefing Ivory Coast Presi¬ 
dent Alassane Outtara on 
the incident. The police 
officer said the tree trunks 
were put out unofficially by 
people who are not known. 
“After the fireworks we re¬ 
opened the other streets, 
but we had not yet re¬ 
moved the tree trunks from 
the Boulevard de la Repub¬ 
lique, in front of the Hotel 
Tiana near the National As¬ 
sembly (parliament) build¬ 


ing," she said. “That is where 
the stampede happened 
when people flooded in 
from the other streets.” 
Ouattara ordered three 
days of national mourning 
and launched an investiga¬ 
tion into the causes of the 
tragedy. Two survivors, in in¬ 
terviews with The Associat¬ 
ed Press, indicated why so 
many died in what would 
normally be an open area, 
the Boulevard de la Repub¬ 
lique. An estimated 50,000 
people had gathered near 
the Felix Houphouet Boigny 
Stadium and elsewhere in 
Abidjan's Plateau district to 
watch the fireworks. As they 
streamed away from the 
show some encountered 
the blockades. 

“Near the Justice Palace 
we were stopped by some 
people who put block¬ 
ades of wood in the street," 
33-year-old Zoure Sanate 
said from her bed in Co- 
cody Hospital. “They told us 
we must stay in the Plateau 
area until morning. None of 
us accepted to stay in Pla¬ 
teau until the morning for a 
celebration that ended at 
around 1 a.m. 

“Then came the stam¬ 
pede of people behind 


us," she said. “My four chil¬ 
dren and I were knocked 
to the ground. I was hear¬ 
ing my kids calling me, but I 
was powerless and fighting 
against death. Two of my 
kids are in hospital with me, 
but two others are missing. 
They cannot be found.” 
Another hospital patient, 
Brahima Compaore, 39, 
said he also was caught in 
the pile of people stopped 
by the roadblock. 

“I found myself on the 
ground and people were 


walking on me,” said Com¬ 
paore. “I was only saved 
by people who pulled me 
onto the sidewalk.” 

Local newspapers are 
speculating that thieves put 
up the roadblocks so that 
pickpockets could steal 
money and mobile phones 
from the packed-in people. 
Ouattara pledged to get 
answers. Some observers 
wondered why police did 
not prevent the tragedy. 
“The investigation must 
take into account all the 


testimonies of victims," he 
said Wednesday. “We will 
have a crisis center to share 
and receive information." 
Ouattara also postponed 
the traditional New Year's 
receptions at his residence, 
which had been scheduled 
for Thursday and Friday. 

The leader of a human 
rights organization said 
that deadly incidents were 
predictable because the 
police and civil authorities 
had not taken adequate 
protective measures. 

“The situation is deplor¬ 
able,” said Thierry Legre, 
president of the Ivorian 
League of Human Rights. 
“It is our first tragedy of 2013 
but in 2012 we could al¬ 
ready see possibility of such 
a tragedy because there 
are not adequate authori¬ 
ties patrolling our roads and 
waters.” 

Legre said the New Year’s 
stampede “exposes our 
weak and dysfunctional 
civil protection system. This 
must be corrected immedi¬ 
ately. The government can¬ 
not invite people to this kind 
of public gathering without 
taking adequate precau¬ 
tions to protect their safety 
and their lives. ”□ 



Relative of a new year’s eve stampede victims wait outside the 
morgue in in Abidjan, Ivory Coast, Wednesday Jan. 2, 2013, in 
an attempt to get the bodies of their family members . Survi¬ 
vors of a stampede in Ivory Coast that killed 61 people said 
Wednesday that barricades stopped them from moving along 
a main boulevard, causing the crush of people. 

(AP Photo/Emanuel Ekra) 
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NOW SERVING BREAKFAST 

• LUNCH * DIMMER 


ALL YOU CAN 
EAT PANCAKES 


$6.99 


■A 



2 EGGS, TOAST 


$4.49 


9 


9 


FREE COFFEE 
UNLIMITED REFILLS WITH 
ANY BREAKFAST ENTREE 


FREE DELIVERY OVER $40 

for mm uwtirctHQranisTttKT - fuciijqikg thi %mm 




TEL 




OPEN DAILY - 8:00 A.HI. -10:00 ISH 

LOCATED BEHIND SEflOfl f ftOGS, ACADS& FROM THE HADISS OH HOTEL 

Serving breakfast from e:Oo am III 12:00 noon 


Q Burgers Aruba 




BURGERS HANDPRESSED / DAILY FRESH CUT FRIES! I 


Venezuela opposition says Chavez secrecy feeds rumors 


IAN JAMES 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— Venezuela's opposition 
demanded that the gov¬ 
ernment reveal specifics of 
President Hugo Chavez’s 
condition Wednesday, crit¬ 
icizing secrecy surrounding 
the ailing leader’s health 
more than three weeks 
after his cancer surgery in 
Cuba. 

Opposition coalition leader 
Ramon Guillermo Aveledo 
said at a news conference 


that the information pro¬ 
vided by government offi¬ 
cials “continues to be insuf¬ 
ficient.” 

Chavez has not been seen 
or heard from since the 
Dec. 11 operation, and 
Vice President Nicolas 
Maduro on Tuesday said 
the president’s condition 
remained “delicate” due 
to complications from a re¬ 
spiratory infection. 

Maduro also urged Ven¬ 
ezuelans to ignore rumors 
about Chavez's condition. 



Restaurant 


S/*ecial 


First Course 

SEAFOOD PROMENADE 
stuffed and baked to a golden color 

Escargot a la creme 

creamy garlic sauce with fresh mushrooms 
GARDEN SALAD BOULANGERE 
dressed with your choice of dressing 

Second Course 

SOUP OF THE DAY 
home made 

Third Course 

ROAST TENDERLOIN MEDICI 
a mediterranean speciality 
CHICKEN FLORENTINE 
baked stuffed with creamed spinach 
BROILED PORK MEDALLION 
with a dijon mustard sauce and apple mousse 
BAKED STUFFED GROUPER 
glazed with seafood thermidor 

Early Brid Dinner $22 

Only from 5pm - 7pm 

Fourth Course 

CHOCOLATE MOUSSE 
CHEESE CAKE 
ICE CREAM 

$ 22.00 plus Service Charge 
In combination with coupons will be a 
surcharge of $4.00 


FOR RESERVATION 


Itt 


503-0000 


LG. Smith Blull. 160 near the low rise Hotels 



Aveledo said the opposi¬ 
tion has been respectful 
during Chavez's illness, ar¬ 
guing that “the secrecy is 
the source of the rumors.” 
“They should tell the truth," 
Aveledo said, noting that 
Maduro had pledged to 
provide full reports about 
Chavez’s condition. 

He reiterated the opposi¬ 
tion’s call for the govern¬ 
ment to release a medical 


report and said all indica¬ 
tions are that Chavez won't 
be able to be sworn in to 
begin a new term Jan. 10. 

If Chavez can't take of¬ 
fice on that date, Aveledo 
said the constitution is clear 
that the National Assem¬ 
bly president should then 
take over temporarily until 
a new election is held. He 
said what happens next in 
Venezuela should be guid¬ 


ed by “the truth and the 
constitution.” 

If Chavez dies or is unable 
to continue in office, the 
Venezuelan Constitution 
says a new election should 
be held within 30 days. 

With rumors swirling that 
Chavez had taken a turn 
for the worse, 

Maduro said on Tuesday 
that he had met with the 
president twice, had spo¬ 
ken with him and would 
return to Caracas on 
Wednesday. 

“He’s totally conscious of 
the complexity of his post¬ 
operative state and he 
expressly asked us ... to 
keep the nation informed 
always, always with the 
truth, as hard as it may be 
in certain circumstances,” 
Maduro said in the prere¬ 
corded interview in Ha¬ 
vana, which was broad¬ 
cast Tuesday night by the 
Caracas-based television 
network Telesur. □ 



A man walks past a mural of Venezuela’s President Hugo Chavez 
in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, Jan. 2, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos) 


Chile: 

Victor Jara widow asks for US extradition 


FEDERICO QUILODRAN 
Associated Press 
SANTIAGO, Chile (AP) — 

The widow of folk singer 
Victor Jara called on the 
U.S. government Wednes¬ 
day to extradite a retired 
Chilean military official 
charged with murdering 
her husband during Chile's 
1973 coup. 

Pedro Barrientos Nunez 
now lives in Florida and has 
denied any role in Jara's 
killing, long remembered as 
one of the Chilean dicta¬ 
torship’s most brutal crimes. 
Joan Turner Jara called 


the charges against Barri¬ 
entos and seven other ex¬ 
military officers “a message 
of hope,” not only that her 
husband’s murder could 
be solved, but that many 
other families may find 
justice as well. More than 
3,000 people were slain 
during the 1973-90 dictator¬ 
ship of Gen. 

Augusto Pinochet, and 
most of those crimes re¬ 
main unsolved. 
Investigating Judge Miguel 
Vazquez, who charged the 
men last week, has issued 
an arrest order for Barrien¬ 


tos and wants Chile's gov¬ 
ernment to file a formal ex¬ 
tradition request to the U.S. 
so that he faces trial along 
with the others. 

Turner and her daughters, 
Manuela and Amanda, 
urged Chile’s Supreme 
Court to formally request 
Barrientos' extradition from 
the United States. 

The Jara family spoke next 
to a statue of Victor Jara in¬ 
side the stadium where the 
folk singer and thousands 
of other leftists were de¬ 
tained during the first days 
of the coupO 
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Colombia cops blame FARC in attack 

BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) — Colombia’s national police 
director is blaming the FARC for a grenade attack that 
injured six people on New Year's Eve, and says this breaks 
a much-publicized truce that the leftist guerrillas unilater¬ 
ally declared as a goodwill gesture during peace talks. 
The government of Juan Manuel Santos rejected the 
truce proposal, and that same night. New Year's Eve, an 
Air Force bombing killed at least 13 guerrillas. Gen. Jose 
Roberto Leon Riano says the attack on a police station 
in Guapi injured four civilians and two officers. He held 
a news conference Wednesday, declaring that the gre¬ 
nade attack proves the FARC is not keeping its promises. 

Mexico detaining unusual traffickers 

MEXICO CITY (AP) — Mexican marines say they have de¬ 
tained an unlikely band of drug traffickers that includes 
12 boys and a woman with a baby who possessed rifles, 
grenade launchers and drugs. A navy statement issued 
Wednesday says the 18 people were caught on New 
Year’s Eve in the town of La Estacion in the northern state 
of Zacatecas. It alleges they were carrying nine rifles, two 
pistols, two grenade launchers and packets of marijuana 
and cocaine. The navy says the only woman in the group 
was carrying a baby girl. It doesn’t say what authorities 
did with the baby. Twelve of the 17 male suspects are said 
to be minors. □ 

Illness subsiding on Caribbean cruise 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) — The cruise line that oper¬ 
ates the Queen Mary 2 says an apparent outbreak of gas¬ 
trointestinal illness has subsided as the ship heads back to 
port. Cunard Line spokeswoman Jackie Chase says just 
two passengers had suspected cases of norovirus. That’s 
down from 201 cases reported by the U.S. CDC as the 
ship made its way through the Caribbean on a 12-night 
voyage with more than 2,600 passengers. The CDC and 
Cunard say the crew of the Queen Mary 2 took steps to 
halt the spread of the virus such as deploying teams to do 
additional cleaning of public areas with disinfectant. □ 

Police rescue 211 protected parrots 

ASUNCION, Paraguay (AP) — Police have rescued 211 
protected parrots taken from the remote forests of Par¬ 
aguay, and made four arrests. Veterinarian Carlos Britos 
identifies the rescued birds as blue-fronted Amazon par¬ 
rots, whose scientific name is Amazona aestiva. He says 
many are still juveniles and were taken from their nests. 
He said Wednesday that the birds are being cared for by 
government biologists in a national park, and will be re¬ 
turned to the wild once they can fly. Blue-fronted Ama¬ 
zons are commonly kept as house pets. Stealing wild ani¬ 
mals and plants is a crime in Paraguay, punishable by up 
to eight years in prison. Q 

9 killed in Colombian farm massacre 

BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) — Nine people have been shot 
to death in the countryside outside Medellin in a mas¬ 
sacre police suspect is a settling of accounts between 
drug traffickers. Gen. Yesid Vasquez is commander of the 
Metropolitan Police Department in Medellin, Colombia’s 
second largest city. He says that the five men and four 
women were killed on a farm earlier in the week. Vazquez 
says the slayings following an afternoon party at the “ex¬ 
tremely luxurious” country home, and the farm's owner is 
among the dead. □ 


Puerto Rico welcomes new governor 


DANICA COTO 

Associated Press 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) 

— A new governor took of¬ 
fice Wednesday in Puerto 
Rico, marking an ideologi¬ 
cal shift in a U.S. territory 
struggling to revive its econ¬ 
omy and reduce violent 
crime. 

Alejandro Garcia Padilla 
was sworn in on a stage 
overlooking the Atlantic 
Ocean outside the Capitol 


building in San Juan amid 
the cheers of thousands of 
supporters from his party, 
which opposes statehood. 
Garcia is a 41-year-old at¬ 
torney and former local 
senator who narrowly de¬ 
feated pro-statehood Gov. 
Luis Fortuno in November, 
thanks in part to support 


from labor unions angered 
when Fortuno laid off more 
than 20,000 government 
workers to help close a 
budget deficit. 

Garcia said one of his pri¬ 
orities is to create jobs on 
an island where unemploy¬ 
ment hovers above 13 per¬ 
cent, higher than in any U.S. 
state. “The problems are 
very, very serious. We can¬ 
not minimize them or hide 
them," he said. 


Garcia said Puerto Rico is 
facing a public debt high¬ 
er than previously thought, 
as well as alarming crime 
statistics and a downgrad¬ 
ing of the island’s credit. 
He said the island needs to 
strengthen its industrial and 
commercial sectors, boost 
agricultural production 


and graduation rates and 
improve its education and 
justice system. The island of 
4 million people reported a 
record 1,117 homicides in 
2011, with just a small drop 
in 2012. “Getting there will 
take time. Things are not 
going to solve themselves 
overnight,” Garcia said. 
Many union members and 
laid-off workers cheered 
Garcia at the inauguration, 
including 41-year-old Vic¬ 
tor Omar Cotto, who was 
a supervisor at the Depart¬ 
ment of Transportation for 
13 years until April 2010. 

“I came to see the depar¬ 
ture of the same person 
who laid me off,” he said, 
adding that he was out of 
work for nine months, strug¬ 
gling to support his stay-at- 
home wife and two chil¬ 
dren. 

The majority of Garcia’s 
supporters wore the red 
color of his Popular Demo¬ 
cratic Party, which supports 
the island’s current com¬ 
monwealth status. Many 
clutched umbrellas to pro¬ 
tect themselves from a 
fierce sun and danced to 
the music of an orchestra 
clad in all white ahead of 
the speech. 

Hundreds of invited guests 
were seated around the 
stage, including Danilo Me¬ 
dina, the president of the 
Dominican Republic, and 
ministers from countries in¬ 
cluding Haiti, Costa Rica 
and Panama. □ 



Puerto Rico’s newly sworn-in Gov. Alejandro Garcia Padilla at his 
inaugural ceremony at the Capitol building in San Juan, Puerto 
Rico, Wednesday, Jan. 2, 2013. Garcia is accompanied by his 
wife, Vilma Pastrana, and their children; Diego Alejandro, 5, from 
left, Juan Pablo, 8, and Ana Patricia, 10. 

(AP Photo/Ricardo Arduengo) 


Haiti protests warnings by US, Canada 


PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 

— Haiti on Wednesday 
“vehemently" protested 
travel advisories recently 
issued by the U.S. and Ca¬ 
nadian governments. The 
U.S. State Department last 
week strengthened a travel 
advisory on Haiti. It warned 
Americans planning to 
visit the Caribbean nation 
about kidnappings, rob¬ 
bery, lawlessness and chol¬ 
era, noting that at least two 
U.S. citizens were shot and 
killed in robbery and kid¬ 
napping incidents. 

Canada followed with a 
similar statement. 
Complaining that the warn¬ 
ings only hurt Haiti’s image, 
government spokesman 
Calvin Cadet wrote that the 


advisories were incompat¬ 
ible with improvements that 
authorities have made in 
security. He noted Haiti has 
promised to hire more of¬ 
ficers for its national police 
force. His statement also 
noted the recent disman¬ 
tling of an alleged kidnap¬ 
ping ring. Police in October 
arrested Clifford Brandt, 
the owner of a car deal¬ 
ership and son of a promi¬ 
nent family, on kidnapping 
charges. Despite its reputa¬ 
tion as a violent place, Haiti 
has little criminal activity 
compared to other coun¬ 
tries in the Caribbean. It 
doesn't appear among the 
top 58 most violent nations 
compiled by the Geneva 
Declaration on Armed Vio¬ 


lence and Development, 
which sponsors studies on 
crime trends worldwide. 
Cadet also said Haiti has 
seen a drop in the number 
of cholera cases. Health of¬ 
ficials say that more than 
7,750 people have died of 
the waterborne illness since 
the disease surfaced in Hai¬ 
ti several months after the 
2010 earthquake. 

President Michel Martelly’s 
administration is trying to 
revive a long-moribund 
tourism industry and spur 
foreign investment. Haitian 
business owners have long 
complained that such trav¬ 
el advisories overstate crim¬ 
inal activity in the country 
and scare off potential 
investors. □ 
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Open Bar included 
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Afro-Cuban priests prescribe Santeria for Chavez 


ANDREA RODRIGUEZ 
Associated Press 
HAVANA (AP) — A body of 
top Afro-Cuban priests rec¬ 
ommended Wednesday 
that Venezuelan President 
Hugo Chavez seek their 
help as he recovers from his 
fourth recent cancer-relat¬ 
ed surgery. 

In their annual New Year’s 
forecast known as the “Let¬ 
ter of the Year," the San¬ 
teria priests, or “babala- 
wo,” expressed hope that 
Chavez would ask for their 
assistance in getting well. 

“I hope, God willing, that 
he decides to knock on the 
door of a Cuban priest and 
that God will allow for the 
possibility of this individual 
to do something for him,” 
said Lazaro Cuesta, one of 
the “babalawo.” 
“Whichever house he 
knocks upon, I expect he 
will receive the help he re¬ 
quires,” Cuesta said. 

He said priests had not 
performed a ceremony in 


Chavez's name, because 
they only do so if asked. 
Chavez has been conva¬ 
lescing in Cuba since his 
operation last month for 
an undisclosed cancer. 
The secrecy surrounding 
the precise nature of his 


ailment and treatment has 
led to speculation about his 
health, which Venezuelan 
officials characterize as 
“delicate.” 

Santeria, a blend of Roman 
Catholicism and the African 
Yoruba faith, is followed 


by many in Cuba, where 
about a third of the island’s 
11.2 million people are 
of African descent. Each 
year thousands look for 
the priests’ “Letter,” which 
is obtained in a ceremony 
in October and released 


around the new year. 

In their message for 2013, 
the priests predicted mass 
discontent and social up¬ 
risings if nations do not 
“change their ways” and 
help those less fortunate. 

“If the different govern¬ 
ments of the world ... do 
not seek an equilibrium 
and some comprehension 
in terms of this subject, it is 
possible that things could 
end in a strong conflict,” 
Cuesta said. 

The priests have a mixed 
track record despite keep¬ 
ing their predictions vague. 
Last year they warned that 
the world could see more 
earthquakes. 

But after devastating tem¬ 
blors in 2010 (Haiti) and 
2011 (Japan), the Earth’s 
tectonic faults were rela¬ 
tively gentle to humankind 
in 2012, killing just 768 peo¬ 
ple around the globe — far 
below the 342,000 quake 
deaths during the previous 
two years, according to the 
U.S. Geological Survey.Q 



Cuban Babalawo Priest Pedro Lopez reads the “Letter of the Year,” the annual New Year's forecast 
by Santeria priests, in Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, Jan. 2, 2013. Top Afro-Cuban priests are recom¬ 
mending that Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez seek their help in his battle with cancer. Chavez 
is recovering from surgery last month in Cuba. 

(AP Photo/Franklin Reyes) 
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Marriott celebrate successful 2012 with a 12-million pagara! 


PALM BEACH - On Monday 
December 31st, 2012 the 
Aruba Marriott lit the larg¬ 
est “pagara” firecracker in 
the history of Aruba. 

The bright red firecrack¬ 
ers of 12 million shots were 
spread out through the 
Aruba Marriott Resort, Mar¬ 
riott Aruba Ocean Club 
and the Marriott Aruba Surf 
Club parking lot. 

To celebrate the 2012 suc¬ 
cesses of the three Marriott 
hotels, the new General 
Manager Tom Calame lit 
the 12 million pagara, at 
its starting point at the en¬ 
trance of the Marriott Aru¬ 
ba Surf Club ending the Big 
Bang at the Marriott Grand 
Ballroom. 

Orchestrated by Morales 
Fireworks, associates and 
guests witnessed the spec¬ 
tacular pagara event, 
blessing the Marriott hotels 


for a prosperous 2013. After 
the “Big Bang” the Dande 
group spread the good for¬ 
tune for the associates and 
guests for the New Year 
“Ay Nobe”. 

The Aruba Marriott team 
wishes you all a beautiful 
2013. □ 
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At L’America Gallery: 

Explore regional contemporary Sculptures, Paintings and Art Objects 


ORANJESTAD - L'America 
Gallery Located just behind 
Certified Mega Mall will sur¬ 
prise you with an excellent 
selection of regional and 
Aruban artwork, sculptures, 
paintings and art objects, 
showcasing the abundant 
talent of Central and South 
American artists as well as 
well-established local art¬ 
ists such as Eliza Lejuez and 
Lutti De Lisle. 

The gallery is housed in a 
beautiful space, compris¬ 
ing a series or large and 
small rooms, featuring 
works in all sizes from the 
monumental to the minia¬ 
ture, in a variety of styles 
from naive to impressionist, 
expressionist and minimal, 
depicting landscapes, ob¬ 
jects and people. The gal¬ 
lery also hangs a number of 
icons, and religious works 
of exceptional beauty and 
detail. 

Art collectors who are fans 
of the work of legendary 
Colombian artist Fernando 
Botero and his voluminous 
people will find similar works 
at the gallery, as unique 
portraits and still life, avail¬ 



able for sale, and reason¬ 
ably priced. 

In addition to art, the gallery 


also offers framing services 
by an artist in-house framer 
who is sure to enhance the 



© 


She is from 
’ Devinport IOWA, 
it is her first time 
in Aruba, 
she is staying at 
Occidental Grand, 
A/hatj|he loves most 
of.Aruoa is the food 
and the local people 


id 


Winner of trip advisor’s 

Best Lobster Hous 
Cuisine’s R 



presentation of anything 
from a photograph to an 
oil painting. L’America Gal¬ 
lery displays quality framing 
materials in different sizes, 
textures and colors, and 
guarantees prompt and ef¬ 
ficient delivery. 
Knowledgeable Conny Ki- 
ers is at the helm, ready to 
share any information with 
clients who saunter in for 
a look. Don’t be shy, she 
says, come right in. We’ll 
make you a cup of cof¬ 


fee, and we'll make you 
comfortable so you can 
feast your eyes on the trea¬ 
sures hanging on the walls 
of L’America Gallery, Art & 
Framing Specialists. Open 
Monday to Friday from 8am 
to 5pm, on Italianstraat 24- 
A, suite 3. 

Incidentally, the gallery 
also rents the space for 
meetings and events, and 
you could consider rent¬ 
ing the gallery for your next 
corporate meeting.Q 
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Courtesy of Andrea Alfonzo: 

Sweet Treat for Buddy the Cake Boss and family! 



SAVANETA - Buddy the 
Cake Boss has an Ameri¬ 
can reality television series, 
airing on the cable televi¬ 
sion network TLC. The stars 
of the series are Buddy 
Valastro, who’s the shop 
owner, his retired mother, 
four older sisters, and three 
brothers-in-law. The series 
set is at Carlo’s Bake Shop 
in Hoboken, New Jersey. 
It portrays the everyday 
life of running a successful 
bakery. 

Aruba’s own Andrea Alfon¬ 
zo, who has a magic touch 
herself in the kitchen for fine 
cuisine and cakes, always 
had this dream to one day 
attend one of the tapings 
of this very popular show to 
showcase her talent. An¬ 
drea is a firm believer that 
a person can create and 
achieve anything one can 
imagine and she lives by 
that, so she designed what 
she refers to as her “Wheel 
of Fortune” and in the cen¬ 
ter of this circle she placed 
pictures of Buddy the Cake 
Boss, Carlo’s Bake Shop 
etc, and in the middle her 
own creation that she was 
going to showcase, with 
the following words: “Divine 
Intelligence Is In Charge Of 
My Life. I Am Now Open, 
Receptive, And Obedient 
To Its Rich Instruction And 
Guidance.” She placed this 


“Wheel of Fortune" with its 
pictures and words in a spot 
in her bedroom where she 
could privately view it and 
go over it every day. Here 
follows the real icing on 
the cake: Andrea did not 
have to travel to Hoboken, 
New Jersey, she received a 
phone call from the owner 
of local seaside restaurant 
“The Old Man And The 
Sea,” and was asked if she 
could bake a cake for Mr. 
Buddy Valastro, the Cake 
Boss! This dream became 
a living reality. One of the 
waiters even went to the 
kitchen to share the good 
news with Andrea, “Buddy 
the Cake Boss shared the 
whole cake with his family 
and the other guests in the 
restaurant and even had a 
second slice!" 

(Courtesy of Bernard Si¬ 
mon.) □ 




Open week aays 
from 8am - 5pm. 

aturday and Sunday 
n appointment oniy. 


3 minutes drive to 
Arashi Beach 


Luxury Villas, Town Homes & Condos 


Contact us by email at info@goldcoastaruba.com 
Tel: +297-586-2200 • Fax: +297-586-2201 
Toll Free from the U.S. 1-866-978-5770 
www.goldcoastaruba.com 


Malmok * Aruba 


Gold Coast Aruba... 

A Place for You! 


Across an 18-hole 
Golf Course 


PRICE STARTING FROM $289,00(T 

Visit us for Your Island Dream Home Ownership 
Monthly Mortgage Payments 
starting from $1,650 
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FOR THE ORIGINAL SUSHI HERE IN ARURA 

'J HOUSE OF JAPAN 

THE BEST SUSHI PLACE 


All LOCATED AT THE SOUTH BEACH CENTRE 

Sunday thru Thursday from 5:00pm - 1:00am 
Friday and Saturday from 5:00pm - 2:00am 


Aruba says “Masha Danki” to loyal visitors 


PALM BEACH - Recently, 
the Aruba Tourism Au¬ 
thority had the great 
pleasure of honoring 
Alejandro Novacovsky 
and Monica Pinner, resi¬ 
dent of Buenos Aires, Ar¬ 
gentina, 

as Goodwill Ambassador 
of Aruba. 

The symbolic honorary 
title is presented in the 
name of the Minister of 
Tourism as a token of ap¬ 
preciation to guests who 
visit Aruba for 10 and 
20-or-more consecutive 


years. 

The certificate was pre¬ 
sented by Darline S. 
de Cuba, representing 
Aruba Tourism Authority, 
with activities coordina¬ 
tor Jennifer Melfor, who 
conducted the cere¬ 
mony held at Aruba Divi 
Phoenix. 

Top reasons for returning 
provided by the honor- 
ees were the Fantastic 
Sunsets, Beautiful Blue 
Ocean, Friendly Aruban 
Hospitality and local 
Restaurants.□ 



Post Aruba honors winners of Local Writing Competition! 



ORANJESTAD - Post Aruba 
N.V. recently awarded the 
prizes of the Local Writing 
Competition for Young 
People 2012 during a press 
conference that took pla¬ 
ce at the main office of 
Post Aruba. From October 5 
until November 2, the ado¬ 
lescents had the oppor¬ 
tunity to take action and 
express themselves through 
the Local Writing Competi¬ 
tion for Young People 2012, 
organized by Post Aruba. 
This competition provided 
an excellent opportunity to 
motivate the youth to wri¬ 
te letters and at the same 
time increase awareness 
of important global issues, 
such as this year’s theme: 
“Write a letter about why 
water is precious”. 

The three jury members 
had the difficult task of 
choosing the winners of this 


competition amongst all 
the high level letters that 
Post Aruba received. 

The winners are:third place, 
LangXin Zhang, 15, from 
Colegio San Nicolas, se¬ 
cond place, Demi Flane- 
gien 11 from Colegio Con- 
rado Coronel, and the first 
place winner, Aditya Gup¬ 
ta, 15, from International 
School of Aruba. 

With prizes such as tickets 
to Miami sponsored by 
American Airlines and Post 
Aruba for 2 people, a Lap¬ 
top Lenovo sponsored by 
Antraco Aruba Group and 
a weekend stay sponso¬ 
red by the Ploliday Inn Sun- 
Spree Resort, Post Aruba re¬ 
warded the efforts of these 
three winning participants. 
The letter of the first place 
winner, Aditya Gupta, will 
be sent to Switzerland to re¬ 
present Aruba at the Inter¬ 


national letter writing com¬ 
petition for young people 
2013, organized by the 
Universal Postal Union (UPU) 
together with UNESCO. 

Post Aruba also rewarded 
the school with the most 


participants, the school 
with the most letters re¬ 
ceived, and this award 
went to the Graf von Zin- 
zendorf. 

The school received a gift 
certificate of 1000 florins 


courtesy of Antraco Group. 
For Post Aruba N.V. organi¬ 
zing such a competition is 
always a pleasure; 
the results show that it is 
a positive and rewarding 
investment. □ 



The Morning Cruise the Different Island Cruise 

2 hours + refreshments. Departure 9:30 till 11:30 am 

* See the beautyful South part of the Island 

* Where no other boats go. 

* Experience an Xciting, Xhilarating on of a kind Cruise!! and 
you learn something about the Island @ the same time! 



The Afternoon Cruise 30 min departure 1:00pm or 2:00pm 

* We take you to the northern tip of Aruba, where the waves are high 

* The Worlds nr 2 Beach and other Beaches 

* One of a kind High Speed Cruise of the North West side of the Island 
& you learn something about the Island @ the same time! 



Save $10 per couple for the morning cruise or save $5 


Departure from MooMba Beach. 15 min prior right side of the pier. Guests who are 


Private cruises 

Available 

CALL 5614118 

OR 


per couple for the afternoon cruise 


staying at Palm Beach pick-up will be on the beach in front of the hotel. 


OCEANXARUBA@HOTMAIL.COM 

A great time for the whole family 
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In this Aug. 17, 2012, file pho¬ 
to, Carl Pettersson, of Sweden, 
putts on the first green dur¬ 
ing the second round of the 
Wyndham Championship golf 
tournament in Greensboro, 
N.C. 

Associated Press 

Pettersson: Golf 
on ‘witch hunt’ 
of long putters 

DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
KAPALUA, Hawaii (AP) — 

Carl Pettersson says the 
proposed rule to ban the 
anchored stroke for long 
putters feels like a “witch 
hunt," and that golf's gov¬ 
erning bodies were only 
reacting to three of the last 
five major champions using 
a belly putter. 

“It seems silly to ban some¬ 
thing that’s been around 
for 40 years,” Pettersson 
said in his first comments 
since the U.S. Golf Associa¬ 
tion and Royal & Ancient 
Golf Club announced 
plans Nov. 28 to outlaw 
anchored strokes. “It’s un¬ 
fortunate. I feel like I'm 16 
years behind because I 
haven’t putted with any¬ 
thing else for 16 years.” 
Pettersson, who quali¬ 
fied for the Tournament of 
Champions by winning at 
Hilton Head, began using a 
broom-handle putter that 
he anchors to his chest be¬ 
tween his sophomore and 
junior year at North Caro¬ 
lina State. 


Continued on Page 18 
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Pettersson 

Continued from Page 17 

Keegan Bradley (PGA 
Championship), Webb 
Simpson (U.S. Open) and 
Ernie Els (British Open) used 
a belly putter to win their 
majors. 

Two more months of com¬ 
ment period remain before 
the rule becomes official, 
and then it does not take 
effect until the next Rules 
of Golf is published Jan. 1, 
2016. Even as the long put¬ 
ters were getting more at¬ 
tention, Pettersson made 
one of the most compel¬ 
ling cases to keep them. It 
is the only putting stroke he 
has used during his 10 years 
on the PGA Tour, after he 
changed while in college 
to become more consis¬ 
tent. 

Pettersson long has argued 
that he has spent thou¬ 
sands of hours practicing 
the stroke, which did not 


come naturally to him, and 
that to start over would put 
him at an unfair disadvan¬ 
tage. He was said to be 
among those who might 
consider a lawsuit if the 
rule is adopted, though the 
easygoing Swede said he 
would see how this year 
unfolded. 

“I don’t know,” he said 
when asked if he would 
challenge the rule. “I 
haven’t made up my mind 
yet. I’m just going to sit 
back and see what hap¬ 
pens." 

In the meantime, he has no 
plans to change putters. 
Simpson said he had been 
practicing on occasion 
with a short putter in case 
of a ban, and Bradley had 
some fun at the World Chal¬ 
lenge last month when he 
grabbed a short putter on 
the practice green at Sher¬ 
wood and made a 20-foot 
putt. 

Both showed up at Kapalua 



In this Sept. 22, 2011, file 
photo, Keegan Bradley 
putts on the third green 


during the first round of the 
Tour Championship golf 
tournament at East Lake Golf 
Club in Atlanta. 

Associated Press 

with their belly putters. 

“I’m not going to change,” 
Bradley said. “I’m not even 
thinking about it, to be hon¬ 
est. I’m going to wait for the 
rule to pass first, and then 


I’ll think about what to do.” 
Pettersson said he tinkered 
with a few grips during his 
month at home in North 
Carolina, though not to the 
point that he practiced on 
a real green. He also said 
he was not surprised by 
the decision, saying it be¬ 
came clear in the last few 
months that the USGA and 
R&A were leaning toward 
a ban. 

“It feels a bit like a witch 
hunt to me," Pettersson 
said. “It was a pure reac¬ 
tion to Keegan and Ernie 
and Webb. They keep 
harping on the younger 
generation using them, but 
I think they're going to ban 
it because it looks bad. But 
you have strong arguments 
from other players, too.” 
Tiger Woods, Steve Strieker 
and Graeme McDowell 
are on a long list of play¬ 
ers who use conventional 
putters and believe an an¬ 
chored stroke should go 



away, saying it takes the 
skill out of putting because 
the top part of the club is 
anchored to the body. 
What concerned golf’s top 
officials is that players no 
longer were using an an¬ 
chored stroke out of des¬ 
peration to improve their 
putting, but as a way to 
putt better. 

“There’s no argument that 
it’s a better way to putt 
because then everybody 
would be using it," Petters¬ 
son said. “If it was easy, ev¬ 
erybody on the PGA Tour 
would be using it. So I don’t 
know where they got that 
from. It’s just a different 
way of putting.” 

The PGA Tour can set its 
own rules, and there has 
been speculation that 
when the rule passes, the 
tour would adopt it before 
2016 to avoid the long put¬ 
ters getting too much at¬ 
tention over the next few 
years.Q 



driftwood 



Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Moffo at Driftwood Restaurant: “From the pier to your plate!" 


QftANlESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina 1 $ home oF 
Orlhwood fishing Charters, 
the succ«itul fishermen 
oF the established seafood 
restaurant Driftwood In 
Oronje+tad 

Driltwdqd owner Herby 


Merryweafher has b love 
ond posran tor fishing. 
A fohernnan who knows 
about f£h, wbal our local 
waters have to oFfer, and 
what the words "fretfi sea¬ 
food" really mean. 

What Herby catches will be 
served in hi$ restouranl on 
the some day. herby loves 
la share his fishing passion 
with (he many visitors to the 
island. Hi? fleet of a 55 ft 
Twin Engine Bertram yochi 
and a 50 It. Twin Engine 
Ppsl yacht, appropriately 
called “Drittwood I ond li. 
Is avertable for charters on 
a daily basis From sain Fa 
12 naan and from. 1 pm Fp 


W IIW I oIlnM LIl HHS MarUiti Gidup Blue Marita Me dl* leuttieiWM 2O0f 


5pm., 

Coich your own dinner 

A tbarlm includes: 
captain, mate, all fishing 
equipment, bait, sodas and 
Pol Fled wafer. On q fiui day 
charier sandwiches and 
snacks are also included. 
You con coll Herby oVectty 
al (297) 592 43+0 or go to 

www.dfiftwo odaruba.com. 

Drift wood Restaurant 


This cMhentbC Arubon sea¬ 
food restaurant is located 
m. ChardCFerisliC dOwnldwn 
Oranjes'acT. Their extend¬ 
ed menu has been Rubied 
by many. Driftwood offers 
daily specials, as well as a 
de*cious 4 -course menu for 
just $25.95 

Charier deep sco fishing 
rales: 

5400-1 n day 


J760- fun day 
Rotes per boat 
Max. 6 people 
Driftwood Restouront 
Authentic ArvOan Seafood 
Restaurant; Kiipstroar 12. 
□awnfowrt Oronjesfad 
Tet: (297)583 2515 
www.driFFwoodaAjQo.com 

Opening hours: every day. 
From 5pm IB lD:30pm. 

Sunday Closed 
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Attractive Rates 


Free Pick-Up 
Fast & Friendly Service 
Free Road Map 


Call us for FREE Pick-Up: 583-0200 


Azarenka beats Lisicki, 
reaches Brisbane quarters 


JOHN PYE 
AP Sports Writer 
BRISBANE, Australia (AP) 

— Top-ranked Victoria Az¬ 
arenka opened her 2013 
season with a 6-3, 6-3 win 
over Germany’s Sabine Lis¬ 
icki on Wednesday to join 
No. 3 Serena Williams and 
fourth-seeded Angelique 
Kerber in the Brisbane Inter¬ 
national quarterfinals. 
Azarenka, who won here 
in 2009 without dropping a 
set, got the better of 37th- 
ranked Lisicki in a match 
containing nine breaks of 
serve. 

The Belarusian won the Syd¬ 
ney International and then 
her first major at the Austra¬ 
lian Open last year during a 
26-match winning streak to 
start the season and spent 
most of 2012 atop the 
women’s rankings. 

She said her focus ahead 
of her first major title de¬ 
fense was more about at¬ 
tacking than defending. 

“I actually don’t really look 
at defending anything. I’m 
just looking to win,” Azaren¬ 
ka said. 

“I’m going to have the 
same mindset for as long 
as I’m playing." 

In earlier second-round 
matches, Angelique Ker¬ 
ber recovered from 5-2 
down in the deciding tie¬ 
breaker to beat Puerto Ri¬ 
can qualifier Monica Puig, 
3-6, 6-4, 7-6 (7) and Sloane 
Stephens had a 6-3, 6-4 win 
over Sweden’s Sofia Arvids- 
son to set up a quarterfinal 
against fellow American 
Williams. 

Azarenka said Lisicki, who 
was serving at up to 194 kph 
(121 mph), proved a tough 
match and a good mea¬ 
sure of her preparations for 
the Australian Open, which 
starts on Jan. 14. 

She said Lisicki was “serving 
some bombs,” although 


the German player was 
only getting half of her first 
serves into play and had 
five double faults. Lisicki 
mixed 36 winners with 36 
unforced errors, trying to 
push Azarenka around the 
court. 

“I had a tough challenge 
at the beginning,” she said. 
“It’s always good to see 
where you’re at, right at 
the start." 

She'll next play Kazakh 
qualifier Ksenia Pervak, 
who has ousted former No. 
1 Caroline Wozniacki and 
Urszula Radwanska in Bris¬ 
bane in matches decided 
by third-set tiebreakers. 

“I hope she’s tired,” Aza¬ 
renka joked. “She’s a 
young girl with a lot of po¬ 
tential. She’s going to be 
really motivated. 

I’m looking forward to the 
challenge.” 

Five of the top eight seed¬ 
ed players had already 
been eliminated midway 
through the second round. 
Kerber narrowly avoided 
that fate, coming back 
from 4-1 down in the third 
set and clawing her way 
back in a tiebreaker when 
Puig was two points from 
the biggest victory of her 
life. 

The 19-year-old Puig, 
ranked No. 124, buried a 
swinging volley into the 
bottom of the net at 5-2 
in the tiebreaker and it 
changed the momentum 
of the match. 

“For sure it was a surprise 
how she played. I didn’t 
know her before, but, 
yeah, I'm sure that she'll be 
coming very soon into the 
top 50," Kerber said of Puig. 
“I have a lot of confidence 
right now that I won again 
(a) very close match.” 
Stephens had a convincing 
win over Arvidsson and next 
faces a childhood hero. 


“Obviously she’s been a re¬ 
ally great influence in my 
tennis year career. I'm ex¬ 
cited to play her and get 
on the court with her. I think 
it’ll be fun," the 19-year-old 
Stephens said. 

Williams said she has been 
following Stephens’ ca¬ 
reer and was “a fan” of 
her young Fed Cup team¬ 
mate’s style.Q 


Victoria Azarenka of Belarus plays a shot in her second 
round match against Sabine Lisicki of Germany during the 
Brisbane International tennis tournament in Brisbane, Australia, 
Wednesday, Jan. 2, 2013. Associated Press 
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Regular-season winners don’t always make champs 



Tampa Bay Buccaneers tight end Luke Stocker (88) makes the catch as Atlanta Falcons outside 
linebacker Stephen Nicholas (54) defends during the first half of an NFL football game Sunday, Dec. 
30, 2012, in Atlanta. 

Associated Press 


ARNIE STAPLETON 
AP Pro Football Writer 
DENVER (AP) — The Denver 
Broncos and Atlanta Fal¬ 
cons, who tied for the NFL’s 
best record at 13-3, are 
well aware of one of the 
league’s biggest truisms: 
More often than not, the 
regular season means little 
in the playoffs. 

Over the last decade, just 
two of the 13 teams that 
had the best regular-sea- 
son record — or tied for 
the best mark — went on 
to win the Super Bowl: The 
‘02 Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
and the ‘03 New England 
Patriots. 

The last eight teams to en¬ 
ter the playoffs with the 
best record bowed out be¬ 
fore they could put their fin¬ 
gerprints on the Lombardi 
Trophy and revel in a rain 
of confetti. 

Both the Broncos and Fal¬ 
cons are promising to prac¬ 
tice like champions this 
week and not allow rest 
and relaxation during their 
first-round bye to turn into 
rust and ruin. 

In the last seven seasons, 
three No. 6 seeds and a No. 
4 seed ended up winning it 
all, giving hope to the likes 
of the Baltimore Ravens, 


Washington Redskins, Cin¬ 
cinnati Bengals and Min¬ 
nesota Vikings in this year’s 
playoff pool. 

A year ago, the Green Bay 
Packers rested their regu¬ 
lars in the season finale and 
they lost their edge, be¬ 


coming the first 15-1 team 
to lose its first playoff game 
— to a New York Giants 
team that was 7-7 in mid- 
December and went on to 
win it all. 

“That's kind of what it was 
for us when I was in Indy," 


Broncos wide receiver Bran¬ 
don Stokley said of the ‘05 
Colts, who went 14-2 but 
lost to Pittsburgh in the di¬ 
visional round. “We kind 
of rested the last week, 
then we had a bye. It’s too 
much. So, I like just grind¬ 


ing every week, just playing 
football.” 

That’s exactly what Pey¬ 
ton Manning's new Bron¬ 
cos team did, securing the 
AFC’s top seed on Sunday 
with its 11 th straight win. 
Along with the Falcons, 
Patriots and San Francisco 
49ers, the Broncos get a 
break this week, one that 
can prove a pitfall as much 
as a profit. 

“We've just got to prac¬ 
tice like we're playing this 
week,” Denver receiver Eric 
Decker said. 

While the Broncos stormed 
into the playoffs, the Fal¬ 
cons, who already had the 
NFC's top seed secured, 
didn’t gain any momentum 
by losing to Tampa Bay on 
Sunday. 

“Before this game was 
played, we were the No. 
1 seed in the playoffs, at 
the end of the game, noth¬ 
ing has changed,” Falcons 
tight end Tony Gonzalez 
reasoned. “We're a very 
good team; we’ll just use 
this as a wake-up call.” 

Says another Atlanta veter¬ 
an, Asante Samuel: “We're 
going to practice like 
champs. And we're going 
to play like champs from 
now on.” □ 


Union responds to latest NHL offer in labor talks 


By IRA PODELL 

AP Sports Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) - The NHL 

players' association deliv¬ 
ered its latest counteroffer 
to the league Wednesday 
as the two sides try to re¬ 
solve the lockout. 

That makes four offers be¬ 
tween the sides since the 
NHL restarted the negotia¬ 
tion process Thursday with 
a new contract proposal. 
What has become a ma¬ 
jor point of contention is 
how a player’s pension will 
be funded. A small group 
meeting on the pension is¬ 
sue was held Wednesday 
morning before the play¬ 
ers’ association presented 
its latest offer to the league 
during a one-hour after¬ 
noon meeting. A group of 
players arrived at the NHL 
offices around 8 p.m. as 
the union and league pre¬ 


pared to meet again. 

A deal can’t be done with¬ 
out a resolution on pen¬ 
sions. 

The league presented the 
players with a counteroffer 
Tuesday night. 

The lockout has reached its 
109th day, and NHL Com¬ 
missioner Gary Bettman has 
said that the league told 
the union a deal needs to 
be in place by Jan. 11 so a 
48-game season can begin 
eight days later. All games 
through Jan. 14 along with 
the All-Star game have 
been canceled, claiming 
more than 50 percent of 
the original schedule. 
Wednesday night is the 
deadline for the players’ 
association to declare a 
"disclaimer of interest," 
which would dissolve the 
union and make it a trade 
association. That would al¬ 


low players to file antitrust 
lawsuits against the NHL. 

If the deadline passes, 
union members could vote 
again to authorize their 
board to file a disclaimer at 
a later date. 

"The players retain their 
option and it’s an internal 
matter,” players’ asso¬ 
ciation executive director 
Donald Fehr said Wednes¬ 
day. 

The league didn't make 
any statements after the 
meeting Wednesday af¬ 
ternoon. Fehr believed an 
agreement on a players- 
funded pension had been 
reached before talks blew 
up in early December. 
That apparently wasn’t 
the case, or the NHL has 
changed its offer regarding 
the pension in exchange 
for agreeing to other things 
the union wanted. 


The NHL proposed in its first 
offer Thursday that pension 
contributions come out of 
the players’ share of reve¬ 
nues, and $50 million of the 
league’s make-whole pay¬ 
ment of $300 million will be 
allocated and set aside to 
fund potential underfund¬ 
ing liabilities of the plan at 
the end of the collective 
bargaining agreement. 

Last month, the NHL 
agreed to raise its make- 
whole offer of deferred 
payments from $211 million 
to $300 million as part of a 
proposed package that re¬ 
quired the union to agree 
on three nonnegotiable 
points. Instead, the play¬ 
ers’ association accepted 
the raise in funds, but then 
made counterproposals on 
the issues the league stat¬ 
ed had no wiggle room. 
After the league countered 


with another offer Tuesday 
night, Bettman said the 
new proposal addressed 
specific areas the union re¬ 
quested. 

"There were certain things 
that the players’ asso¬ 
ciation asked for that we 
agreed to. There were 
some things that we moved 
in their direction, and there 
were other things that we 
said no," he said. "That’s 
part of the process.'' 

But it's a process that has 
limited time to be complet¬ 
ed. 

The NHL is the only North 
American professional 
sports league to cancel a 
season because of a labor 
dispute, losing the 2004- 
05 campaign to a lock¬ 
out. A 48-game season 
was played in 1995 after 
a lockout stretched into 
January .□ 
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SNUBA and Snorkel Sail $65 

Snorkeling only $32.50 , 
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Fruit and soft drinks included ^ 

For reservation call 586-0096 
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Ravens’ LB Ray Lewis 
to retire after playoffs 



In this Dec. 18, 2011, file photo, Baltimore Ravens 

linebacker Ray Lewis peers over the line of scrimmage during the 
first half of a NFL football game against the San Diego Charges 
in San Diego. 

Associated Press 


DAVID GINSBURG 
AP Sports Writer 
OWINGS MILLS, Maryland 
(AP) — Ray Lewis spent 17 
seasons deftly patrolling 
the middle of the football 
field and serving as an in¬ 
spirational leader for the 
Baltimore Ravens. Now he’s 
poised and eager to be¬ 
come a full-time dad. 

Lewis announced Wednes¬ 
day that he will end his bril¬ 
liant NFL career after the 
Ravens complete their 2013 
playoff run. 

Lewis has been sidelined 
since Oct. 14 with a torn 
right triceps. The 13-time 
Pro Bowl middle linebacker 
intends to return Sunday to 
face the Indianapolis Colts 
in what will almost certainly 
be his final home game. 
“Everything that starts has 
an end,” Lewis said. “For 
me, today, I told my team 
that this will be my last ride.” 
Lewis will walk away from 
the game because he 
wants to spend more time 
with his sons. While work¬ 
ing to return from his injury, 
Lewis watched two of his 
boys play on the same high 
school football team. He 
intends to see Ray Lewis 
III perform as a freshman 
next year for the University 
of Miami, where the elder 
Lewis starred before the Ra¬ 
vens selected him in the first 
round of the 1996 NFL draft. 
“God is calling,” the 
37-year-old Lewis said. “My 
children have made the 
ultimate sacrifice for their 
father for 17 years. I don’t 
want to see them do that 
no more. I’ve done what 
I wanted to do in this busi¬ 
ness, and now it’s my turn 
to give them something 
back.” 

That’s why Lewis will pull off 
his No. 52 uniform for the 


last time after the Ravens 
lose or claim their second 
Super Bowl title. 

“It’s either (that or) hold 
onto the game and keep 
playing and let my kids miss 
out on times we can be 
spending together,” Lewis 
said. “Because I always 
promised my son if he got 
a full ride on scholarship 
Daddy is going to be there. 
I can't miss that.” 

Lewis was the AP Defensive 
Player of the Year in 2000, 
the same season he was 
voted the Most Valuable 
Player in the Super Bowl 
following Baltimore’s 34-7 
rout of the New York Giants. 
Lewis was also Defensive 
Player of the Year in 2003, 
and is the only player in NFL 
history with at least 40 ca¬ 
reer sacks and 30 intercep¬ 
tions. 

“I never played the game 
for individual stats. I only 
played the game to make 
my team a better team,” 
he said. 

Lewis has been with the 
Ravens since they moved 
from Cleveland. After be¬ 
ing selected 26th overall in 
Baltimore's first NFL draft, 
Lewis became a fixture at 
middle linebacker — and a 
beloved figure in Baltimore. 
He remained that way even 
after his alleged involve¬ 
ment in a double-murder in 
Atlanta in early 2000. 

In June of that year, a 
judge approved a deal al¬ 
lowing Lewis to avoid mur¬ 
der charges and jail time 
by pleading guilty to a 
misdemeanor and testify¬ 
ing against two co-defen¬ 
dants. Within a year, Lewis 
was in the Super Bowl, lead¬ 
ing the Ravens to their only 
NFL championship. 

The news of his decision 
quickly resounded around 


the rest of the NFL. 

Colts coach Chuck Pa- 
gano, who served as Lew¬ 
is' defensive coordinator 
last year, said, “I thought, 
shoot, the guy could play 
forever and would play for¬ 
ever. Great person, great 
man, great player, just an 
unbelievable human being 
— what he’s done for that 
organization, that city and 
for that matter, so many 
people. He's obviously a 
first-ballot Hall of Famer and 
will be sorely missed.” 

Lewis is the key figure in a 
Baltimore defense that has 
long carried a reputation 
for being fierce, unyielding 
and downright nasty. He 
led the Ravens in tackles in 
14 of his 17 seasons, the ex¬ 
ceptions being those years 
in which he missed signifi¬ 
cant time with injuries (2002, 
2005, 2012). 

“It was definitely an honor 
just to be in his presence, 
but to play with him and to 
be in front of him is amaz¬ 
ing,” Ravens defensive 
tackle Haloti Ngata said. 
“I know we’ll definitely miss 
him.” 

When Lewis tore his triceps 
in a game against the Dal¬ 
las Cowboys, it was feared 
he was done for the sea¬ 
son. But he would have 
none of that. 

“From the time I got hurt, ev¬ 
erything I’ve done up to this 
point has been to get back 
with my team to make an¬ 
other run at the Lombardi 
(Trophy),” he said. 

Well, not everything. Lewis 
spent time watching his 
boys play football, which 
caused him to call his expe¬ 
rience on the sideline “bit¬ 
tersweet." 

“I got to be there every Fri¬ 
day,” Lewis said. “Me being 
who I am, not having a fa¬ 


ther myself, that damaged 
me a lot. I didn’t want my 
kids to relive that.” 


Next year, Lewis will dedi¬ 
cate himself to his family in¬ 
stead of the Ravens. □ 
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Brain study: Fructose may spur overeating 


Clinton’s clot 
an uncommon 
complication 

M. MARCHIONE 
AP Chief Medical Writer 

The kind of blood clot in the 
skull that doctors say Hillary 
Rodham Clinton has is rela¬ 
tively uncommon but can 
occur after an injury like 
the fall and concussion the 
secretary of state was en¬ 
dured earlier this month. 
Doctors said Monday that 
an MRI scan revealed a 
clot in a vein in the space 
between the brain and the 
skull behind Clinton’s right 
ear. 

The clot did not lead to a 
stroke or neurological dam¬ 
age and is being treated 
with blood thinners, and 
she will be released once 
the proper dose is worked 
out, her doctors said in a 
statement. 

Clinton has been at New 
York-Presbyterian Hospital 
since Sunday, when the 
clot was diagnosed during 
what the doctors called a 
routine follow-up exam. At 
the time, her spokesman 
would not say where the 
clot was located, leading 
to speculation it was an¬ 
other leg clot like the one 
she suffered behind her 
right knee in 1998. 

Clinton had been diag¬ 
nosed with a concussion 
Dec. 13 after a fall in her 
home that was blamed on 
a stomach virus that left her 
weak and dehydrated. 

The type of clot she de¬ 
veloped, a sinus venous 
thrombosis, “certainly isn’t 
the most common thing 
to happen after a concus¬ 
sion” and is one of the few 
types of blood clots in the 
skull or head that are treat¬ 
ed with blood thinners, said 
neurologist Dr. Larry Gold¬ 
stein. He is director of Duke 
University’s stroke center 
and has no role in Clinton’s 
care or personal knowl¬ 
edge of it.Q 


MARILYNN MARCHIONE 
MIKE STOBBE 
AP Medical Writers 

This is your brain on sugar 
— for real. Scientists have 
used imaging tests to show 
for the first time that fruc¬ 
tose, a sugar that saturates 
the American diet, can 
trigger brain changes that 
may lead to overeating. 
After drinking a fruc¬ 
tose beverage, the brain 
doesn’t register the feeling 
of being full as it does when 
simple glucose is con¬ 
sumed, researchers found. 
It’s a small study and does 
not prove that fructose or 
its relative, high-fructose 
corn syrup, can cause obe¬ 
sity, but experts say it adds 
evidence they may play 
a role. These sugars often 
are added to processed 
foods and beverages, and 
consumption has risen dra¬ 
matically since the 1970s 
along with obesity. A third 
of U.S. children and teens 
and more than two-thirds 
of adults are obese or over¬ 
weight. 

All sugars are not equal — 
even though they contain 
the same amount of calo¬ 
ries — because they are 
metabolized differently in 
the body. Table sugar is su¬ 
crose, which is half fructose, 
half glucose. High-fructose 
corn syrup is 55 percent 
fructose and 45 percent 
glucose. Some nutrition 
experts say this sweetener 
may pose special risks, but 
others and the industry re¬ 
ject that claim. And doc¬ 
tors say we eat too much 
sugar in all forms. 

For the study, scientists used 
magnetic resonance imag¬ 
ing, or MRI, scans to track 
blood flow in the brain in 20 
young, normal-weight peo¬ 
ple before and after they 
had drinks containing glu¬ 
cose or fructose in two ses¬ 
sions several weeks apart. 
Scans showed that drinking 
glucose “turns off or sup¬ 


presses the activity of areas 
of the brain that are critical 
for reward and desire for 
food,” said one study lead¬ 
er, Yale University endocri¬ 
nologist Dr. Robert Sherwin. 
With fructose, “we don't 
see those changes,” he 
said. “As a result, the desire 
to eat continues — it isn’t 
turned off.” 

What’s convincing, said 
Dr. Jonathan Purnell, an 
endocrinologist at Oregon 
Health & Science Univer¬ 
sity, is that the imaging re¬ 
sults mirrored how hungry 
the people said they felt, as 
well as what earlier studies 
found in animals. 

“It implies that fructose, at 


least with regards to pro¬ 
moting food intake and 
weight gain, is a bad ac¬ 
tor compared to glucose,” 
said Purnell. He wrote a 
commentary that appears 
with the federally funded 
study in Wednesday's Jour¬ 
nal of the American Medi¬ 
cal Association. 
Researchers now are test¬ 
ing obese people to see if 
they react the same way 
to fructose and glucose as 
the normal-weight people 
in this study did. 

What to do? Cook more at 
home and limit processed 
foods containing fructose 


and high-fructose corn syr¬ 
up, Purnell suggested. “Try 
to avoid the sugar-sweet¬ 
ened beverages. It doesn’t 
mean you can't ever have 
them,” but control their size 
and how often they are 
consumed, he said. 

A second study in the jour¬ 
nal suggests that only se¬ 
vere obesity carries a high 
death risk — and that a 
few extra pounds might 
even provide a survival 
advantage. However, in¬ 
dependent experts say the 
methods are too flawed to 
make those claims. 

The study comes from a 
federal researcher who 
drew controversy in 2005 


with a report that found thin 
and normal-weight people 
had a slightly higher risk of 
death than those who were 
overweight. Many experts 
criticized that work, saying 
the researcher — Kather¬ 
ine Flegal of the Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre¬ 
vention — painted a mis¬ 
leading picture by includ¬ 
ing smokers and people 
with health problems rang¬ 
ing from cancer to heart 
disease. Those people tend 
to weigh less and therefore 
make pudgy people look 
healthy by comparison. 
Flegal’s new analysis bol¬ 


sters her original one, by 
assessing nearly 100 other 
studies covering almost 
2.9 million people around 
the world. She again con¬ 
cludes that very obese 
people had the highest 
risk of death but that over¬ 
weight people had a 6 per¬ 
cent lower mortality rate 
than thinner people. She 
also concludes that mildly 
obese people had a death 
risk similar to that of normal- 
weight people. 

Critics again have focused 
on her methods. This time, 
she included people too 
thin to fit what some con¬ 
sider to be normal weight, 
which could have taken 
in people emaciated by 
cancer or other diseases, 
as well as smokers with ele¬ 
vated risks of heart disease 
and cancer. 

“Some portion of those thin 
people are actually sick, 
and sick people tend to 
die sooner," said Donald 
Berry, a biostatistician at 
the University of Texas MD 
Anderson Cancer Center 
in Houston. 

The problems created by 
the study’s inclusion of 
smokers and people with 
pre-existing illness “cannot 
be ignored,” said Susan 
Gapstur, vice president 
of epidemiology for the 
American Cancer Society. 
A third critic. Dr. Walter Wil¬ 
lett of the Harvard School 
of Public Health, was blunt¬ 
er: “This is an even greater 
pile of rubbish” than the 
2005 study, he said. Willett 
and others have done re¬ 
search since the 2005 study 
that found higher death 
risks from being overweight 
or obese. 

Flegal defended her work. 
She noted that she used 
standard categories for 
weight classes. She said 
statistical adjustments were 
made for smokers, who 
were included to give a 
more real-world sampleO 



High fructose corn syrup is listed as an ingredient on a can of 
soda in Philadelphia. Scientists have used imaging tests to show 
for the first time that fructose, a sugar that saturates the American 
diet, can trigger brain changes that may lead to overeating. 

(AP Photo/Matt Rourke) 
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LG beats rivals in race to sell 

new OLED TVs 



In this photo released by LG Electronics on Wednesday, Jan. 2, 2013, models pose with LG 
Electronics' organic light-emitting diode (OLED) television in Seoul, South Korea. LG Electronics said 
Wednesday customers are pre-ordering the big-screen TVs that offer sharper and clear images 
using advanced technology. Associated Press 


YOUKYUNG LEE 
AP Technology Writer 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 

— LG Electronics Inc. start¬ 
ed taking pre-orders on 
Wednesday for the world’s 
first big TVs that use an ad¬ 
vanced display technol¬ 
ogy promising startlingly 
clear images on wafer-thin 
screens. 

The South Korean com¬ 
pany said the 55-inch TVs, 
which use a technolo¬ 
gy called “OLED” and have 
a price tag of 11 million 
won ($10,335), will be deliv¬ 
ered to buyers in its home 
market next month. The 
new TVs will be available in 
North America, Europe and 
the rest of Asia before the 
end of March, LG said in a 
statement. 

While LG becomes the 
world's first company to 
bring a big-screen next- 


generation TV to market, 
it’s far from clear whether 
the bet will pay off be¬ 
cause of the high cost and 
difficulties of manufactur¬ 
ing, cutthroat competition 
from rivals and diminishing 
returns from incremental 
increases in image quality. 
TVs using OLEDs, or organic 
light-emitting diodes, fea¬ 
ture images with enhanced 
clarity, deeper color satu¬ 
ration and sharper contrast 
than liquid crystal display 
TVs. 

The advanced, energy- 
efficient display technol¬ 
ogy makes it possible to 
manufacture thinner tele¬ 
visions: LG’s model is just 4 
millimeters thick. 

LG’s announcement is the 
culmination of a race by 
electronics makers to be 
the first to deliver the next- 
generation sets that began 


in 2007 when Sony Corp. 
showed off the world's 
first OLED TV, which had 
an 11-inch screen. But the 
Japanese company failed 
to follow up with a bigger 
display. 

While OLED panels are 
more widely used in mo¬ 
bile screens, mass pro¬ 
ducing large panels is still 
tough because of techno¬ 
logical challenges. Jang 
Moon-ik, director of LG's 
TV business, said in an inter¬ 
view last year that only two 
companies in the world 
have a capacity to make 
large screen OLED TVs: 
LG and rival South Korean 
company Samsung Elec¬ 
tronics. 

Even though LG and Sam¬ 
sung touted OLEDs as the 
future of television, both 
failed to deliver them to the 
market in the fourth quarter 


of 2012 as promised due to 
manufacturing challenges. 
Samsung declined to com¬ 
ment on the availability of 
its OLED TVs, saying making 
perfect products is more 
important than the launch 
schedule. 

Grabbing the title of the 
first OLED TV maker is much 
more symbolic than practi¬ 
cal because initial produc¬ 
tion numbers will likely be 
small. 

Manufacturing big-screen 
new TVs requires billions in 
investments to upgrade 
factories. South Korean TV 
makers hope cutting-edge 
display technology can 


help offset falling TV pric¬ 
es and differentiate their 
products from fast-growing 
Chinese rivals. 

Japanese companies, 
which dominated the glob¬ 
al TV market before the as¬ 
cent of Samsung and LG, 
are struggling to come up 
with their own next-genera¬ 
tion TV sets to avoid falling 
further behind but don’t 
have enough cash to in¬ 
vest in new technology. 
Last year, Sony and Pana¬ 
sonic announced a part¬ 
nership to jointly produce 
large OLED panels but 
have not made any further 
announcements. □ 
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Stocks soar on budget deal, but problems lurk 


CHRISTINA REXRODE 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The “fis¬ 
cal cliff" compromise, 
even with all its chaos, con¬ 
troversy and unresolved 
questions, was enough to 
ignite the stock market on 
Wednesday, the first trad¬ 
ing day of the new year. 
The Dow Jones industrial 
average careened more 
than 300 points higher, its 
biggest gain since Decem¬ 
ber 2011. It’s now just 5 per¬ 
cent below its record high 
close reached in October 
2007. The Russell 2000, an 
index that tracks smaller 
companies, shot up to the 
highest close in its history. 
The reverie multiplied 
across the globe, with stock 
indexes throughout Europe 
and Asia leaping higher. 
A leading British index, the 
FTSE 100, closed above 
6,000 for the first time since 
July 2011. In the U.S., the 
rally was extraordinarily 
broad. For every stock that 
fell on the New York Stock 
Exchange, roughly 10 rose. 
Technology stocks rose 
the most. U.S. government 
bond prices fell sharply as 


KELVIN CHAN 
AP Business Writer 
HONG KONG (AP) — 

Casino revenue in Macau 
climbed 13.5 percent last 
year to a record $38 billion, 
as the Asian gambling hub 
reinforced its position as the 
world’s biggest gambling 
market. 

Gross revenue from Ma¬ 
cau’s 35 casinos also hit a 
monthly record in Decem¬ 
ber, rising 20 percent to 
28.2 billion Macau patacas 
($3.5 billion), according to 
data posted on the Gam¬ 
ing Inspection and Coordi¬ 
nation Bureau on Wednes¬ 
day. 

But gambling revenue 
growth eased off in 2012 
from the year before, when 
it rocketed 42 percent to 
$33.5 billion, as China's 
economy slowed and 
wealthy mainland Chinese 
gamblers held back amid 
fears about a crackdown 
on corruption. 

Analysts noted that the de¬ 
cline in Chinese high-rollers, 
who account for two-thirds 


investors pulled money out 
of safe-harbor investments. 
And the VIX, an index that 
measures investors' expec¬ 
tations of future market vol¬ 
atility, plunged more than 
18 percent to 14.68, the 
lowest close since October. 
The Dow enjoyed big gains 
throughout the day, up by 
more than 200 points with¬ 
in minutes of the opening 
bell. It swelled even bigger 
in the final half hour of trad¬ 
ing, and closed up 2.4 per¬ 
cent to 13,412.55. 

The Standard & Poor's 500 
jumped 36.23, or 2.5 per¬ 
cent, to 1,462.42. The Nas¬ 
daq rose 92.75, or 3.1 per¬ 
cent, to 3,112.26. 

The very last week of each 
year and the first two days 
of the new year usually av¬ 
erage out to a gain for U.S. 
stocks. But this year stood 
out. From 2008 to 2012, the 
Dow rose an average of 93 
points on the first trading 
day of the year, less than a 
third of Wednesday's gain 
of 308.41. During that pe¬ 
riod the Dow fell on the first 
trading day of the year only 
once, in 2008. 

Despite the euphoria. 


of Macau casino revenue, 
has been offset by growing 
numbers of middle-class 
Chinese. 

Chinese gamblers account 
for the bulk of visitors to Ma¬ 
cau, a former Portuguese 
colony that returned to 
Chinese control in 1999. 


The semiautonomous re¬ 
gion, an hour by ferry west 
of Hong Kong, is the only 
place in China where ca¬ 
sino gambling is legal. 


many investors remained 
cautious. The deal that 
politicians hammered out 
merely postpones the coun¬ 
try's budget reckoning, they 
said, rather than averting it. 
“Washington negotiations 
remind me of the Beach 
Boys song, ‘We’ll have fun, 
fun, fun ‘til her daddy takes 
the T-Bird (a kind of wine) 
away,” Jack Ablin, chief in¬ 
vestment officer of BMO Pri¬ 
vate Bank in Chicago, wrote 
in a note to clients. “Nothing 
got solved,” added T. Doug 
Dale, chief investment of¬ 
ficer for Security Ballew 
Wealth Management in 
Jackson, Mississippi. 
According to these and 
other market watchers, in¬ 
vestors were celebrating 
Wednesday not because 
they love the budget deal 
that was cobbled togeth¬ 
er, but because they were 
grateful there was any deal 
at all. “Most people think 
that no deal would have 
been worse than a bad 
deal,” said Mark Lehmann, 
president of JMP Securities 
in San Francisco. 

“There’s definitely another 
drama coming down the 


Despite the moderating 
growth, casino operators 
have pushed ahead with 
expansion plans in Macau, 
where companies such as 
Las Vegas Sands Corp. and 
Wynn Resorts Ltd. earn the 
bulk of their profits. Some 
90 percent of Sands’ profit 


comes from Asia, including 
half from its Macau proper¬ 
ties. 

In October, MGM received 
approval to build a $2.5 bil- 


road,” said Lehmann. 
“That’s the March cliff." 
The political bickering 
that's almost certain to 
persist could have an¬ 
other unwelcome effect: 
influencing ratings agen¬ 
cies to cut the U.S. govern¬ 
ment’s credit score. That 
happened before, when 
Standard & Poor's cut its 
rating on U.S. government 
debt in August 2011, and 
the stock market plunged. 
Even so, Wednesday's 
performance gave no 
hint of the dark clouds on 
the horizon. 

The yield on the 10-year 
Treasury note rose sharply, 
to 1.84 percent from 1.75 
percent. Prices for oil and 
key metals were up. The 
price of copper, which 
can be a gauge of how 
investors feel about man¬ 
ufacturing, rose 2.3 per¬ 
cent. 

The gains persisted despite 
small reminders that there 
are still serious problems 
punctuating the world 
economy, like middling 
growth in the U.S. and the 
still-unsolved European 
debt crisis. □ 


lion casino resort, its sec¬ 
ond in Macau, while local 
operator SJM Holdings re¬ 
ceived land approval to 
build a 2,000-room hotel 
with 700 gambling tables. 
Earlier, Sands said it plans 
a Parisian-themed resort 
that would be its fourth 
casino project while Wynn 
unveiled plans for a $4 bil¬ 
lion resort. 

The new projects, which 
are expected to start 
opening by mid-2015 at 
the earliest, will be cen¬ 
tered around the Cotai 
Strip, an area of reclaimed 
land between two islands 
that is modeled on the Las 
Vegas Strip. 

Macau’s economy has 
boomed since it ended a 
four-decade casino mo¬ 
nopoly in 2002. 

Gambling revenue there 
has now swept far past 
Las Vegas, where growth 
has been flat in recent 
years as the market has 
matured. Las Vegas rev¬ 
enue totaled $6.1 billion in 
201 !.□ 


US manufacturing 
expanded slightly 
in December 2012 

C. S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
manufacturing grew slight¬ 
ly last month and factory 
hiring increased. The mod¬ 
est gain suggests the econ¬ 
omy entered the new year 
with some momentum. 

The Institute forSupply Man¬ 
agement said Wednesday 
that its index of manufac¬ 
turing activity rose in De¬ 
cember to 50.7. That’s up 
from a reading of 49.5 in 
the November, which was 
the lowest reading since 
July 2009, one month after 
the recession ended. 

A reading above 50 in¬ 
dicates growth, while a 
reading below signals con¬ 
traction. The ISM is a trade 
group of purchasing man¬ 
agers. 

A measure of employment 
increased last month to 
52.7. That's up from 48.4 in 
November, which was the 
first time the employment 
gauge fell below 50 in 
three years. Factories have 
cut jobs in three of the four 
months through November, 
according to government 
data. The jump in employ¬ 
ment in the ISM survey sug¬ 
gests manufacturers may 
have stepped up hiring last 
month. The Labor Depart¬ 
ment releases the Decem¬ 
ber jobs report on Friday. 
Still, a gauge of new orders 
was unchanged and pro¬ 
duction grew more slowly, 
the survey found. Manu¬ 
facturers also cut back on 
stockpiles, a sign of con¬ 
cern about future demand. 
“The trend in manufactur¬ 
ing remains weak,” Jim 
O’Sullivan, an economist at 
High Frequency Econom¬ 
ics, said in a note to clients. 
The closely watched man¬ 
ufacturing survey was com¬ 
pleted before Congress 
reached a deal to avoid 
the “fiscal cliff.” 

The last-minute deal passed 
Tuesday averts widespread 
tax increases and delays 
deep spending cuts that 
had threatened to push 
the country back into re¬ 
cession. Still, most Ameri¬ 
cans will see some increase 
in taxes this year, which will 
likely slow consumer spend¬ 
ing. □ 


Macau casino revenue in 2012 rose to $38B 



Casino revenue in Macau climbed 13.5 percent in 2012 to a record 
$38 billion, as the Asian gambling hub reinforced its position as 
the world’s biggest gambling market. (AP Photo/Vincent Yu) 
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Avis buying Zipcar in deal worth nearly $500M 


S. BOMKAMP 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Avis is 
leaping into the car-shar¬ 
ing service business by buy¬ 
ing Zipcar for $491.2 million, 
aiming to capture a new 
type of customer and tech¬ 
nology that will vastly ex¬ 
pand its car rental options. 
Car sharing has become a 
popular alternative to tra¬ 
ditional rentals in metropol¬ 
itan areas and on college 
campuses, allowing mem¬ 
bers to get a vehicle for an 
hour or two for short trips 
instead of renting a car for 
a day or using mass tran¬ 
sit. The segment has been 
growing while traditional 
car rentals have struggled 
in the current slow-growth 
economy. 

Zipcar, which was found¬ 
ed in 2000, has more than 
760,000 members, triple 
what it had in 2008. It went 
public in 2011 and 2012 
is expected to be its first- 
ever profitable year. Avis 
Budget Group Inc. is the 


third-largest U.S. rental car 
company, behind Enter¬ 
prise Rent-a-Car and Hertz 


Global Holdings Inc. 

“I’ve been somewhat dis¬ 
missive of car sharing in the 


past but what I’ve come to 
realize is that car sharing, 
particularly on the scale 


that Zipcar has achieved 
and will achieve, is comple¬ 
mentary to our traditional 


business,” Avis’ Chairman 
and CEO Ron Nelson said 
in a conference call after 


the deal was announced. 
Nelson said the acquisi¬ 
tion means Avis will now 


be able to reach younger, 
more tech-savvy consum¬ 
ers that prefer sharing ser¬ 
vices. 

Zipcar parks cars through¬ 
out cities and college cam¬ 
puses, which allows renters 
to avoid waiting in lines at 
traditional car rental coun¬ 
ters. Some areas provide 
reserved parking for the 
cars, which can be locat¬ 
ed online or through the 
companies’ smartphone 
applications. That technol¬ 
ogy was attractive to Avis, 
which hopes to expand 
Zipcar’s vast technological 
capabilities to its own busi¬ 
ness. The car-sharing com¬ 
panies pay for fuel and in¬ 
surance, costs not included 
in standard car rentals. 
Although the hourly rental 
options are quicker and 
cheaper than renting a car 
by the day, Zipcar and oth¬ 
er car-sharing services are 
generally more expensive 
for rentals longer than 24 
hours. 

To join Zipcar, members 
pay a $25 application fee 
and $50 a year. Rates run 
from $7.50 an hour and in¬ 
clude gas, insurance and 
180 miles (290 kilometers) a 
day. 

The acquisition will help 
Avis better compete with 
Enterprise and Hertz, which 
have their own smaller car¬ 
sharing services. And hav¬ 
ing access to Avis' fleet of 
cars will help Zipcar meet 
high demand on week¬ 
ends when most people 
take a trip to the grocery 
store or run other errands. 
Avis estimates it will save 
about $50 to $70 million 
a year through combin¬ 
ing the two businesses into 
one. 

Avis Budget Group Inc. will 
pay $12.25 per share, which 
is a 49 percent premium 
to Zipcar's closing price 
on Friday. The stock lost 
more than half its value in 
early 2012 year as its results 
and outlook spooked Wall 
Street. But late last year, the 
stock began to recover as 
the company saw growth 
in members and revenue. 
And on Wednesday, the 
stock soared 48 percent to 
$12.19. 

The boards of both com¬ 
panies unanimously ap¬ 
proved the buyout.Q 


Firm predicts 2013 auto sales will be strong 


The Associated Press 
DETROIT (AP) — A healthier 
economy and more model 
introductions should push 
U.S. auto sales above the 
15 million mark this year, 
predicts an auto industry 
research firm. 

The Polk research firm says 
auto sales should contin¬ 
ue to lead the country's 
economic recovery, rising 
nearly 7 percent over 2012 
to 15.3 million new vehicle 
registrations. 

Automakers release De¬ 
cember and full-year sales 
for 2012 on Thursday. Ana¬ 
lysts think sales reached 
14.5 million last year, the 
strongest performance 
since 2007 — just before 
Americans felt the impact 
of the recession. Sales of 
more than 15 million are 
considered a sign of health 
for the auto industry and 
the economy, many ana¬ 
lysts say. 

Polk does not expect pre¬ 
recession sales levels of 
17 million for several more 
years, Anthony Pratt, Polk’s 
forecasting director for the 
Americas, said Wednes¬ 
day. 


Polk expects 43 new models 
to be introduced this year, 
up 50 percent from last 
year. New models usually 
boost sales. The company 
also predicts a rebound in 
sales of large pickups and 
midsize cars. 

But Polk's optimistic fore¬ 
cast firm hinges on Wash¬ 
ington reaching an agree¬ 
ment on spending cuts, 
which could happen later 
in the year. On New Year's 
Day, congress approved 
a compromise to avoid 
the so-called “fiscal cliff.” 
The deal raises taxes for in¬ 
comes exceeding $400,000 
for individuals and $450,000 
for couples. But it delayed 
action on dramatic federal 
spending cuts and debt, 
setting up another show¬ 
down in a divided con¬ 
gress. 

Those first showdowns will 
come over the next three 
months, when the govern¬ 
ment’s legal ability to bor¬ 
row money will expire and 
temporary financing for 
federal agency budgets 
will expire. 

Polk predicted a handful of 
other trends for 2013. Sales 


will grow for big pickup 
trucks, which are very prof¬ 
itable for automakers. De¬ 
mand has been depressed 
for five years due to the 
weak economy, but should 
get a lift in 2013 thanks to 


redesigned trucks from 
GM, Toyota and Ford. 

Polk also said the midsize 
sedan segment will con¬ 
tinue to lead the industry. 
It’s now at 18.5 percent of 


the market, 2 percentage 
points larger than any oth¬ 
er type of segment. 
“Recent redesigns of nearly 
every vehicle in the midsize 
segment are forcing more 
competition and contin¬ 


ued growth,” said Tom Lib¬ 
by, Polk's lead North Ameri¬ 
can analysts. 

Polk joins many other ana¬ 
lysts in predicting 2013 sales 
at or above 15 million. □ 



Tesla workers cheer on one the first Tesla Model S cars sold during 
a rally at the Tesla factory in Fremont, Calif. A healthier economy 
and more new model introductions should push U.S. auto sales 
above the 15 million mark in 2013, predicts an auto industry 
research firm. The Polk research firm says auto sales should 
continue to lead the country’s economic recovery, rising nearly 
7 percent over 2012 to 15.3 million new vehicle registrations. 

(AP Photo/Paul Sakuma) 



A Zipcar is parked at a lot, Wednesday, Jan. 2, 2013 in New York. Avis is buying Zipcar for $491.2 
million, expanding its offerings from traditional car rentals to car sharing services. 

(AP Photo/Mark Lennihan) 
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Difficulty Level ★★★ 1/03 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Desert fruit 
4 Monsters 
9 Upper limits 
13 Cain’s victim 

15 Piece of garlic 

16 Zone 

17 Eat 

18 Heavy volumes 

19 Male deer 

20 Mariners 

22 Bit of land in 
the ocean 

23 Dark blue 

24 Actor _ 
McKellen 

26 Suitcase 
29 Pops the 
question 

34 Happening 

35 Keel over 

36 Tit for _ 

37 Piece of 
jewelry 

38 Plays miniature 
golf 

39 Gerbil’s home 

40 Papa 

41 Migratory birds 
of Canada 

42 Fairy tale 

43 In a crazy way 

45 Found a new 
purpose for 

46 Piece of china 

47 _ and pepper 

48 Stylish 

51 Meanness 

56 Seldom seen 

57 Possessed 

58 Unprocessed 
metals 

60 Upon 

61 Depart 

62 African river 

63 _ over; 
stooped 

64 Lawn trimmer 

65 Make a choice 

DOWN 

1 Latest craze 

2 Wading bird 

3 Autry or Kelly 

4 Series of eight 
piano keys 

5 “Old_flag of 

the U.S.A. 


6 Italy’s capital 

7 Hardly 
seldom 

8 Regular 
meetings 

9 Gambling 
house 

10 Drawing and 
painting 

11 Ring out 

12 Wise man 

14 Atilt 

21 Quick 

25 Likely 

26 “Rigoletto" 
composer 

27 Of birds 

28 Gives to a 
borrower 

29 Pushover 

30 Ceremony 

31 Punctures 

32 Large bird of 
prey 

33 Spirited horse 

35 Gas or coal 

38 Tiny opening to 
spy through 

39 Carefulness 


41 African 
antelope 

42 Collapsed 

44 Take; agree to 

45 Football player 
from Oakland 

47 Allen or Jobs 

48 Grouchy 
person 


49 Detest 

50 Press, as 
clothing 

52 Had debts 

53 Unexpected 
obstacle 

54 Threesome 

55 Sharp shrill cry 
59 _ up; arrange 


©2013 Conceptis Puzzles, Disl. by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
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MTV comes to West Virginia 


TRIP GABRIEL 
© 2013 New York Times 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. - Even 
though it has yet to be 
broadcast, a reality TV se¬ 
ries set in this corner of Ap¬ 
palachia has created a 
stir for its portrait of young 
people prone to fighting, 
swearing, careening in all- 
terrain vehicles and wal¬ 
lowing, scantily clad, in the 
mud. The series, “Buckwild,” 
will fill the MTV slot vacated 
by “Jersey Shore." Like that 
series, the new show has 
aroused anger over what 
some consider the exploi¬ 
tation of broad cultural ste¬ 
reotypes. 

“It doesn’t help the lousy 
reputation we already 
have," said Greg Samms, 
31, a dishwasher on a 
break at the Charleston 
Town Center Mall. “You go 
west of Ohio, west of Ken¬ 
tucky - people think we’re 
hillbillies.” Kent Carper, the 
president of the Kanawha 
County Commission here, 
said dryly, “Some folks in 
West Virginia wear shoes, 
believe it or not." 

Sen. Joe Manchin III, D-W. 
Va., labeled the show a 
“travesty" and called on 
MTV to cancel it. “This show 
plays to ugly, inaccurate 
stereotypes about the peo¬ 
ple of West Virginia,” Man- 
chin wrote in a letter last 
month to Stephen K. Fried¬ 
man, MTV’s president. 

The tone of “Buckwild” 
is set by the saucy drawl 
of a cast member that 
is heard in the trailer re¬ 
leased by MTV. “West Vir¬ 


ginia is a place founded 
on freedom. For me and 
my friends, that means the 
freedom to do whatever” 
we want, she says, adding 


an expletive. 

The trailer cuts to shots of 
a young woman throwing 
a drink can at another’s 
face, a young man run¬ 
ning nude, and a fiery ex¬ 
plosion. There are crude 
stunts involving earthmov- 
ing equipment, body lick¬ 
ing and necking. The series 
is set to begin Thursday at 


10 p.m. To its creators, the 
show is a good-natured 
romp by exuberant young 
people. “The show lets 
them do their thing, which 


is wild and awesomely cra¬ 
zy at times, but it’s also got 
a lot of heart,” said John 
Stevens, an executive pro¬ 
ducer. He said that he had 
no intention of maligning 
West Virginia, and that the 
show was set there by hap¬ 
penstance. “They're just a 
lovable group of kids we 
found," he said. □ 

FOR SALE 

Marriott Christmas wk 

beautiful 2 bedr, 2 bath 
washer/dryer in kitchen, ocean 
view sleeps 8 $45,000 
contact 586-4231 or 
xtmsriberg@hotmail.com 

197975 

FOR SALE 

Condo in Gold Coast 
Everything’s included in this 2 Br 
2 y 2 bath unit check it out now at 
www.arubarental.info 
or call 562-0735 free pick up 

198153 

FOR RENT 

Do you want to stay more day’s in 
Aruba? 

we have apts & houses for rent by 
days, week & months. Start $60 
p/day. 

Call: 733-6681 / 745-3510 
E-mail: marita.landa@gmail.com 

198176 


Caribbean Palm 
Village Resort 

Sale Weeks 51 and 52 
Good Selection Still Available 
Come Visit or Contact 
Sales.Cpv@hotmail.com 
USA 978 530 6077 
Aruba 297 592 0500, or 732 5392 


Td: 5te-0V*7 /3B3W4B4 
Scfatftlemd str. 70 


tend y° ur Stay 



Quality Apartments 

£ «U*ft Apis. Furnished 

Kitchen / Airo* / Cable TV * Swimm ing PmjI 
L*W thuiii I jpir* from Etsgk 4 lorjc ?LpfFrTYsrJ^t¥ 

F«l free to cwfact or visit its. 

Men - Fri: 5pm-7pni Sat A Sun; 



Ashley Somerville with her boyfriend. Matt Dolin, in Sissonville, 
W.Va., where MTV’s “Buckwild” is set, Dec. 29, 2012. Like “Jersey 
Shore,” whose slot it is filling, “Buckwild” is prompting anger over 
what some consider the exploitation of stereotypes. 

(Lexey Swall/The New York Times) 



Christmas & New Year 
weeks 2013 

2 x one bedroom timeshare 
suite for rent in Aruba for wk 
51 and wk 52 for 2013 
contact: 

execsun2000@yahoo.com 

_ 198169 

FOR SALE 
Timeshare for sale 

2 wks at the Marriott Aruba 
Surf Club 2 Br / 2 B lock out 
unit Platinum time -ocean 
view NDZ1543@verison.net 
732-6687448 (US) 

_ 19799 6 

FOR RENT 
Marriott Ocean Club 

2 bedroom 2 bath, ocean 
view Christmas wk 2013 
December 21-28 st 
Contact: ABC Rm 145 until 
1/07/13 USA 516-625-1996 
blevinem@aol.com $5,900 

198168 



Beach Villas at Divi Phoenix (NEW) 

Wk 7,8,9 IB &2B units from $9500 
Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

Platinum Season 

OV $18k OS $19k OF $29K 

3 BEDRM $29k 

Plat Plus Holiday 51 OV -$42k 

Plat Plus NY 52 OV- $49k 

GOLD Season 

OS$10k OV $9500 

Oceanfront $17k 

3 BEDRM OV $17,000 

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 

Platinum 2B OV $19k 
Oceanfront PLAT $29k 
Platinum 1 BOV $12,500 
Gold season 2B OV $10,000 
Oceanfront 2B $17,000 
IB Oceanfront $9,500 
La Cabana Beach & Racquet Club 

**Preferred Resale Company** 

ALL summer & fall weeks starting 
at $3k 

Studio, IBdrm & 2Bdrm available. 
Costa Linda & Playa Linda inventory 
We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners. 

Contact us to BUY, SELL or RENT any 
timeshare property. 
www.concierqerealty.com 

Concierge Realty 
Michelle Donato 
michelledonato@cfl.rr.com 

Licensed Real Estate Broker 
888-888-2204 X-101 
321-206-6293 Local Florida 



If you have 
interest in 
selling or 
Buying ANY 
timeshare 
contact us! 


Michelle Donato 



DOCTOR 

ON DUTY 


^ ORANJESTAD 

\ 

\ 

l_ 

3 January 

Dr. Anthony 


Pharmacy on duty 

ORANJESTAD: 




Police 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
Savaneta 
San Nicolas 


581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 


Emergency 

Numbers 


Emergency 
Police 
Fire Dept. 

Fire Dept. II 
Police Tipline 
Hospital 



Oranjestad 

Ambulance 

582-1234 

Police 

582-4000 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Police Station 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 

584-1720 

Services 

Information 

118 

Setar 

582-5151 

Taxi 

582-2116 

Taxi- Tas 

587-5900 

Profesional Taxi 

588-0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587-2300 

Service Aruba 

583-3232 

CRUISE SHIP 



Aruba Airport Tel:524-2424 

American Airlines Tel: 582-2700 

Avianca Tel: 588-0059 

Dutch Antilles Tel: 588-1900 

Insel Air Tel: 588-9314 

Jet Blue Tel: 588-2244 

Spirit Airlines Tel: 582-7117 

Suriname Airways Tel: 582-7896 

Tiara Air Tel: 588-4272 

Venezolana Tel: 583-7674 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 





























































Thursday, January 3, 2013 


^ I SCIENCE 



Worms produce another kind of gold for growers 



COMPOSTING Red wiggler worms are used to manufacture vermicompost at Sonoma Valley Worm 
Farm in California. 

Ramin Rahimian for The New York Times 


By JIM ROBBINS 
SONOMA, Calif. — Under 
rows of old chicken sheds. 
Jack Chambers has built 
an empire of huge metal 
boxes filled with cattle ma¬ 
nure and millions of wrig¬ 
gling red worms. 

The farm relies on hundreds 
of thousands of worms to 
make vermicompost in its 
bins. 

“My buddies all had planes 
and boats," said Mr. Cham¬ 
bers, 60, a former airline pi¬ 
lot. “I have a worm farm.” 
Mr. Chambers’s two de¬ 
cades of investment in 
what he calls an “under¬ 
ground movement” may 
be paying off. New re¬ 
search suggests that the 
product whose manufac¬ 
ture he helped pioneer, a 
worm-created soil addi¬ 
tive called vermicompost, 
offers an array of benefits 
for plants — helping them 
grow with more vigor, and 
making them more resis¬ 
tant to disease and insects, 
than those grown with oth¬ 
er types of composts and 
fertilizers. 

The earthworm's diges¬ 
tive process, it turns out, 
“is a really nice incubator 
for microorganisms," said 
Norman Q. Arancon, an 
assistant professor of horti¬ 
culture at the University of 
Hawaii at Hilo. 

And these microbes, which 
multiply rapidly when they 
are excreted, alter the 


ecosystem of the soil. Some 
make nitrogen more avail¬ 
able to plant roots, ac¬ 
counting for the increased 
growth. The high diversity 
and numbers of microbes 
outperform those in the soil 
that cause disease. 

By contrast, Dr. Arancon 
said, soil that has been 
heavily exposed to synthet¬ 
ic fertilizers, pesticides and 
herbicides lacks microbial 
richness and diversity, qual¬ 
ities that can be restored 
naturally by adding the mi¬ 
crobes from worms. 

Some experts and entre¬ 
preneurs hope earthworms 


can also help with another 
problem: the growing piles 
of animal waste from dairy 
farms and other agricultural 
operations. 

Worm Power, a company 
in Avon, N.Y., transforms 10 
million pounds of manure 
from a single dairy herd 
each year — about 40 per¬ 
cent of the cattle's output 
— into 2.5 million pounds of 
vermicompost. Tom Herlihy, 
a former municipal waste 
engineer who founded 
the company in 2003, says 
it has raised more than $6 
million in venture capital 
and $2 million in grants for 
research, much of it at Cor¬ 
nell University. 

Here in Northern California, 
Mr. Chambers’s Sonoma 
Valley Worm Farm pro¬ 
duces about half a million 
pounds of similar compost, 
an amount he plans to in¬ 
crease in the spring. He 
loads a long metal bin with 
cow manure and 300,000 
to 400,000 Eisenia fetida, 
or red wigglers — weighing 
300 to 400 pounds. In their 


wake, the worms leave 
cattle waste that has been 
processed into rich and 
crumbly castings that look 
like fine peat moss. 

It takes six months for a ver¬ 
micompost bed to become 
fully mature, by which time 
a million worms roam the 
manure. Mr. Chambers 
continues to add two yards 
of manure and harvest 
one yard of worm com¬ 
post weekly. The finished 
product is shaved, an inch 
at a time, off the bottom 
of the bin. An established 
bed can go on this way for 
years. 

Both operations pre-com¬ 
post their manure before 
they fork it over to the 
worms. That means piling 
it up and allowing it to get 
naturally hot enough to 
kill unwanted seeds and 
pathogens like E. coli. 

The properties of worm 
compost are different from 
fertilizer or manure. “It's 
interesting and compli¬ 
cated,” said Rhonda Sher¬ 
man, an extension special¬ 


ist at North Carolina State 
University who has taught 
vermicomposting around 
the world for more than 
30 years and who holds 
an annual conference on 
the subject. 

“Certain plants might react 
well to vermicompost from 
dairy manure,” she said, 
“and other plants might 
react better to food-waste 
vermicompost.” That has 
led to “boutique compost¬ 
ing,” with different blends 
for different kinds of plants. 
A West Coast compa¬ 
ny, California Soils, uses 
worms to break down card¬ 
board waste fibers that are 
too short to be recycled. 
The glue used to bind the 
paper serves as an impor¬ 
tant source of nitrogen for 
the worms. “It’s a really 
good product for nut farm¬ 
ers and stone fruit farmers,” 
Mitch Davis, a company 
spokesman, said of the 
compost, adding that it 
also helps control nutgall, a 
fungal disease that afflicts 
walnut trees. 

Worms were said to be 
Darwin’s favorite organ¬ 
ism, and for good reason: 
it seems they can break 
down most anything. Stud¬ 
ies have shown they can 
detoxify soil with cadmium, 
lead and other heavy met¬ 
als. Another product made 
from worm waste is a con¬ 
centrate, sometimes called 
tea, that Mr. Chambers ex¬ 
tracts using an aerator. Dr. 
Arancon said even a 1 per¬ 
cent solution of the extract 
had the same properties as 
vermicompost. 

At Cornell, Eric Nelson, a 
plant pathologist, is study¬ 
ing how compost suppress¬ 
es disease. Worm Power’s 
product, he says, does a 
better job than traditional 
compost, perhaps be¬ 
cause the worm compost is 
highly uniform. □ 
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Singer Bobby Womack 
diagnosed with Alzheimer's 

NEW YORK (AP) — Sing¬ 
er Bobby Womack has 
been diagnosed with 
Alzheimer’s disease. 

The Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame member told the 
BBC in a recent interview 
the diagnosis came af¬ 
ter he began having dif¬ 
ficulty remembering his 
songs and the names of 
people he’s worked with. 

A spokeswoman did not im¬ 
mediately reply to a message left by The Associated Press. 
The soul singer has cut a wide path through the mu¬ 
sic business as a performer and songwriter in his 50-year 
career. He recently launched another act with “The 
Bravest Man in the Universe,” the Damon Albam-pro- 
duced comeback album that made several best-of lists. 
Alzheimer’s is a degenerative brain disease character¬ 
ized by memory loss. It's the latest health problem for the 
68-year-old singer, who's also been fighting cancer and 
other maladies. □ 



This June 22, 2012 file photo 
shows musician Bobby 
Womack in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 



Jon Stewart to host Grammy’s 
MusiCares tribute 


This Dec. 12, 2012 file image originally released by Starpix shows 
Bruce Springsteen performing at the 12-12-12 The Concert 
for Sandy Relief at Madison Square Garden in New York. 
Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Jon 

Stewart is hosting the Mu¬ 
siCares salute to Bruce 
Springsteen. 

The Recording Academy 
also announced Wednes¬ 
day that Elton John, Neil 
Young, Mumford & Sons, 
Sting, Mavis Staples and 
Kenny Chesney will be 
among more than a dozen 
performers who will help 
pay tribute to Springsteen 
during the Feb. 8 benefit 
concert, held in Los An¬ 
geles two days before the 
Grammy Awards. 
Springsteen is MusiCare's 
person of the year, an 
award given to a perform¬ 
er who is notable both artis¬ 
tically and philanthropical- 
ly. The sold-out concert will 
benefit MusiCare’s emer¬ 
gency financial assistance 
and addiction recovery 
programs. 

Other performers sched¬ 
uled to appear include 


Juanes, Tim McGraw and 
Faith Hill, Jackson Browne 
and Alabama Shakes. 


Stewart is the host of Com¬ 
edy Central’s “The Daily 
Show With Jon Stewart.”□ 



Aruhiba Cigars, Aruba’s only hand rolled cigars! 

t's a matter of prestige and quality... 





ORANJESTAD- Benjamin Petrocchi, 
a true native Aruban started the newest 
export product of Aruba, locally 
produced hand rolled cigars called 
“Aruhiba”. These cigars are produced 
and cultivated in Aruba. Petrocchi 
always had a interest in the cigar 
business and has also sold Premium 
Cuban Cigars, and now he is growing 
his own tobacco crops. After many 
attempts and trips to Santo Domingo 
and Cuba, he started his own 
production and cultivation of Aruhiba 
Cigars in Aruba. The whole process 
took him 10 years to perfect. Petrocchi 
dedication to the cigars is important for 
the moulding and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes a long time. Their handmade cigar box is specially designed with 
their “Aruhiba” logo. Petrocchi considers Aruhiba as a promotion for Aruba through its fine 
cigars. The company sells Aruhiba to the international markets as well. Visit their retail store 
located in front of the Historic Dutch Windmill in front of the Westin Resort, with any 
purchase of $20 and up you receive a free “Aruhiba” cigar or ask for their gift box of 5 cigars 
get 1 FREE for only $37. They open from Monday to Saturday from 9 am till 6:30 pm and on 
Sundays from 9 am to 1 pm. Aruhiba cigars are now available at the gift stores in your resort 

and at well-known cigar stores. For their 
complete selection and attractive by the box 
prices visit their retail store. Tours are also 
available at their Tobacco farm where their 
cigars are grown and rolled. 


For a group or private tour, call 586 0347 - 
593 6177 or send them an email at 
aruhibacigars@gmail.com 
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Hollywood faces fracking in ‘Promised Land’ 



This undated publicity film image provided by Focus Features shows Matt Damon starring as Steve 
Butler in Gus Van Sant's contemporary drama, “Promised Land,” a Focus Features release. 

Associated Press 


MICHAEL RUBINKAM 
Associated Press 
ALLENTOWN, Pa. (AP) — 

The new movie “Promised 
Land” digs into the fierce 
national debate over 
fracking, the technique 
that's generated a boom 
in U.S. natural gas produc¬ 
tion while also stoking con¬ 
troversy over its possible 
impact on the environment 
and human health. 

Written by and starring 
Matt Damon and John Kra- 
sinski, the film comes at an 
opportune time for a big- 
screen exploration of the 
issues surrounding the shale 
gas revolution, with cheap 
natural gas transforming 
the nation’s energy land¬ 
scape and “fracking" now 
a household word. 

But viewers shouldn’t nec¬ 
essarily expect a realistic 
treatment of drilling and 
fracking. It’s not that kind 
of film. 


EDITOR’S NOTE — The au¬ 
thor, Michael Rubinkam, 
covers the fracking industry 
in Pennsylvania for The As¬ 
sociated Press. With “Prom¬ 
ised Land” opening nation¬ 
wide on Friday, he offers 
this view from the ground. 

Lending an air of authen¬ 
ticity, the movie was shot 
in Pennsylvania, where 
thousands of wells have 
been drilled and tracked 
in recent years as industry 
heavyweights pull huge 
volumes of gas from the 
sprawling Marcellus Shale, 
a rock formation deep 
below the surface of the 
Earth. 

But “Promised Land” 
spends little time explain¬ 
ing how energy compa¬ 
nies actually go about pull¬ 
ing natural gas out of the 
ground, and what little ex¬ 
planation the movie does 
provide is simply not very 
accurate. 

The Focus Features release 
instead concentrates on 
another aspect of the drill¬ 
ing boom — the battle for 
hearts and minds as gas 
companies seek to lease 
land for drilling while envi¬ 
ronmentalists warn of the 
perils of punching a bunch 
of holes in the ground. 
Bewildered landowners, 
meanwhile, are left to sort 


out the competing claims 
and counterclaims. 

It’s potentially fertile terri¬ 
tory. In real life, drilling com¬ 
panies injected millions of 
dollars into moribund local 
economies, transforming 
sleepy villages in Penn¬ 
sylvania and other states 
into boomtowns almost 
overnight. But the industry 
also sowed division, pitting 


neighbor against neighbor 
as some residents com¬ 
plained of ruined water 
wells and other environ¬ 
mental degradation. Many 
others, judging by recent 
public opinion surveys, her¬ 
alded the prosperity that 
drilling creates and the 
abundant homegrown en¬ 
ergy it produces. 

Even here, though, the 


movie seeks to enter¬ 
tain more than enlighten, 
with an implausible plot 
twist undermining what 
could have been a realistic 
portrayal of life as it is really 
lived in the gas fields. 
“Promised Land” follows 
Steve Butler (Damon), a 
gas company salesman 
who shows up in an eco¬ 
nomically struggling small 


town in Pennsylvania that 
happens to sit atop a vast 
reserve of gas. His task: To 
get residents to sign on the 
dotted line, promising them 
they’ll become instant mil¬ 
lionaires once the gas starts 
flowing from the shale un¬ 
derneath their land. Stand¬ 
ing in his way is Dustin No¬ 
ble (Krasinski), an environ¬ 
mental activist determined 
to convince townsfolk they 
don't want what the driller 
is selling. 

Damon's character re¬ 
peatedly points out that 
drilling has brought new life 
to struggling towns, calls 
U.S. reliance on foreign 
sources of energy “insane,” 
and defends fracking as a 
technology with a proven 
track record of safety. And 
he seems to believe it him¬ 
self, at least initially. 

But the film leaves little 
doubt as to where its sym¬ 
pathies lie. 

“Nobody’s going to be dis¬ 
ingenuous here. If you were 
expecting a pro-fracking 
movie from Matt Damon, 
you were probably living 
in an alternate universe,” 
Focus Features CEO James 
Schamus said with a laugh. 
But he insisted that “Prom¬ 
ised Land” ultimately is not 
a movie about a highly 
technical process in which 
drillers use water, sand and 
chemicals to break apart 
gas-bearing shale rock — 
and it should not be judged 
by that standard. 

“The filmmakers didn’t nec¬ 
essarily set out to make, nor 
did they make, some kind 
of civics lesson or propa¬ 
ganda movie about frack¬ 
ing,” Schamus said. 

Rather, he said, the mov¬ 
ie is a Frank Capra-style 
yarn about “working-class 
identity, about aspiration, 
about money and what it 
does to you,” with fracking 
as the vehicle that propels 
the story and a healthy 
dose of corporate villainy. 
Krasinski says he and Da¬ 
mon tried to avoid too 
much of a political mes¬ 
sage. “We really wanted to 
tell a story about communi¬ 
ty, about these small towns 
that are going through very 
real situations right now, es¬ 
pecially with the economic 
situation as it is,” he told the 

ap.q 


‘Tennessee Waltz’ singer Patti Page dies 



In this Sept. 26, 2009 file 
photo, singer Patti Page per¬ 
forms the Tennessee Waltz 
during halftime of a NCAA 
college football game Ten¬ 
nessee and Ohio in Knox¬ 
ville, Tenn. Page, who made 
“Tennessee Waltz” the third 
best-selling recording ever, 
has died. She was 85. 

Associated Press 

CHRIS TALBOTT 
AP Music Writer 
NASHVILLE, Tennessee 
(AP) — Patti Page, the 
“Singing Rage” who 
stumbled across “Ten¬ 


nessee Waltz” and made 
it one of the best-selling 
recordings ever, has died. 
She was 85. Page died on 
New Year's Day in Encini¬ 
tas, California, according 
to publicist Schatzi Hage- 
man. Page was the top¬ 
selling female singer of the 
1950s with more than 100 
million records sold. Her 
most enduring songs re¬ 
main “Tennessee Waltz,” 
one of two songs the state 
of Tennessee has official¬ 
ly adopted, and “(How 
Much Is That) Doggie in 
the Window." “I was a kid 
from Oklahoma who never 
wanted to be a singer, but 
was told I could sing,” she 
said in a 1999 interview. 
“And things snowballed.” 
She created a distinctive 
sound for the music indus¬ 
try in 1947 by overdubbing 
her own voice when she 
didn't have enough mon¬ 
ey to hire backup singers 


for the single, “Confess.” 
She went on to score sell 
15 gold records and three 
gold albums with 24 songs 
in the top 10, including four 
that reached No. 1. 

She was popular in pop 
music and country and 
became the first singer to 
have television programs 
on all three major net¬ 
works, including “The Patti 
Page Show” on ABC. 

In 1999, after 51 years of 
performing. Page won her 
first Grammy for traditional 
pop vocal performance 
for “Live at Carnegie Hall 
— The 50th Anniversary 
Concert.” Page was plan¬ 
ning to attend a special 
ceremony on Feb. 9 in Los 
Angeles where she was to 
receive a lifetime achieve¬ 
ment award from The Re¬ 
cording Academy. Page 
was born Nov. 8, 1927, as 
Clara Ann Fowler in Clare- 
more, Oklahoma. □ 





















From The New York Times R , January 3, 2013 


Another Fiscal Flop 




r 


DAVID BROOKS 
© 2013 New York Times 

Over the course of the 20th cen¬ 
tury, America built its welfare 
state. It was, by and large, a 
great achievement, expanding 
opportunity and security for mil¬ 
lions. Unfortunately, as the pop¬ 
ulation aged and health care 
costs surged, it became unaf¬ 
fordable. 

Public debt as a percentage 
of gross domestic product was 
around 38 percent in 1965. It is 
around 74 percent now. Debt 
could approach a ruinous 90 
percent of GDP in a decade and 
a cataclysmic 247 percent of 
GDP 30 years from now, accord¬ 
ing to the Congressional Budget 
Office and JPMorgan. 

By 2025, entitlement spending 
and debt payments are pro¬ 
jected to suck up all federal rev¬ 
enue. Obligations to the elderly 
are already squeezing programs 
for the young and the needy. 
Those obligations will lead to gi¬ 
gantic living standard declines 
for future generations. Accord¬ 
ing to the International Monetary 
Fund, meeting America’s long¬ 
term obligations will require an 
immediate and permanent 35 
percent increase in all taxes and 
a 35 percent cut in all benefits. 
So except for a few rabid debt- 
deniers, almost everybody 
agrees we have to do something 
fundamental to preserve these 
programs. The problem is that 
politicians have never found a 
politically possible way to begin. 
Every time they tried to reduce 
debt, they ended up borrowing 
more and making everything 
worse. 

So Congress and President 
Barack Obama set up the “fiscal 
cliff,” an artificial disaster sce¬ 
nario that would force them to 
do the right thing. Obviously, the 
fiscal cliff negotiations were not 
going to lead toward the deep 
structural reforms that will even¬ 
tually be needed. But they could 
have begun the reform process. 
They could have shown the 
world that the two parties can 
work together to avert the even¬ 
tual calamity. They could have 
produced a balanced program 
that would have combined 
spending cuts and targeted tax 
increases. They could have re¬ 
duced Medicare spending on 
the rich to free up more money 
for young families. 

Obama and House Speaker John 
Boehner both earnestly wanted 
to achieve these things. But the 
deal we are heading toward is 
discouraging. Yes, the deal does 
raise $600 billion in revenue over 
10 years from a tiny sliver of the 
population (compared with the 


$8 trillion in new debt likely to be 
accrued over that time). 

But the proposal is not a bal¬ 
ance of taxes and spending 
cuts. It doesn’t involve a single 
hard decision. It does little to 
control spending. It abandons all 
of the entitlement reform ideas 
that have been thrown around. 
It locks in low tax rates on fami¬ 
lies making less than around 
$450,000; it is simply impossible to 
avert catastrophe unless tax in¬ 
creases go below that line. 

Far from laying the groundwork 
for future cooperation, it sen¬ 
tences the country to another 
few years of budget trench war¬ 
fare. There will be a fight over 
drastic spending cuts known 
as sequestration, then over the 
debt limit and on and on. 

The White House envisions a se¬ 
ries of stages bringing us closer to 
fiscal sustainability. I hope that’s 
right. But if Congress couldn’t 
make a single tough decision 
under these circumstances, why 
should we think it’ll make any fur¬ 
ther down the road? More likely, 
there will just be more squabbling 
and brinkmanship, more postur¬ 
ing and punting, which would 
not only poison future budget 
talks but also prospects for im¬ 
migration reform, tax reform, gun 
control and many other projects. 
Whom should we blame for this? 
Again, we should not blame 
Obama and Boehner. In their dif¬ 
ferent ways, they and a number 
of other people in the Congress 
are trying to find a politically pal¬ 
atable way to deal with these 
hard issues. They got what condi¬ 
tions allowed. 

Ultimately, we should blame 
the American voters. The av¬ 
erage Medicare couple pays 
$109,000 into the program and 
gets $343,000 in benefits out, ac¬ 
cording to the Urban Institute. 
This is $234,000 in free money. 
Many voters have decided they 
like spending a lot on themselves 
and pushing costs onto their chil¬ 
dren and grandchildren. They 
have decided they like borrow¬ 
ing up to $1 trillion a year for 
tax credits, disability payments, 
defense contracts and the rest. 
They have found that the origi¬ 
nal Keynesian rationale for these 
deficits provides a perfect cover 
for permanent deficit-living. They 
have made it clear that they will 
destroy any politician who tries 
to stop them from cost-shifting in 
this way. 

Most members of Congress are 
responding efficiently to the 
popular will. A large number of 
reactionary Democrats reject 
any measure to touch Medicare 
or other entitlement programs. 
A large number of impotent Re¬ 
publicans talk about reducing 
the debt, but are incapable of 
forging a deal that balances tax 
increases with spending cuts. 

The events of the past few weeks 
demonstrate that these political 
pressures overwhelm the few 
realists looking for a more ambi¬ 
tious bargain. The country either 
doesn’t know or doesn’t care 
about the burdens we are plac¬ 
ing on our children. 

No coalition of leaders has suc¬ 
cessfully confronted the voters 
and made them heedful of the 
ruin they are bringing upon the 
nation.□ 



MAUREEN DOWD 
© 2013 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - Michael Bennet 
was supposed to be going off a 
cliff in Vail. But instead of his usual 
New Year’s trip to a ski lodge with 
his wife and three daughters, the 
junior senator from Colorado 
found himself in a strange, unfa¬ 
miliar place in the middle of the 
night: breaking with the presi¬ 
dent and his party to become 
one of only three Democratic 
senators and eight senators total 
to vote against President Barack 
Obama’s fiscal deal. 

“I was a little surprised that 
the margin of the vote was so 
big,” said a weary Bennet, who 
seemed a bit taken aback to be 
such an outlier. He was munching 
on a late-afternoon cheese steak 
sandwich at “George’s, King 
of Falafel and Cheese Steaks.” 
(The senator loves falafel, which 
his girls call “feel awful.”) “I al¬ 
most ordered extra cheese,” 
he said sheepishly, “but I would 
have been embarrassed.” Long 
before Bennet came to work in 
the “land of flickering lights,” as 
he mockingly calls the dysfunc¬ 
tional nation’s capital where he 
grew up, Frank Capra dreamed 
him up. In a Congress that has 
become opera bouffe, Bennet 
is the freckled blond choir boy 
singing a cappella. The 48-year- 
old senator looks like the Yale 
law student he once was, wear¬ 
ing a Jos. A. Bank plaid shirt, gray 
sweater and khakis. “These are 


the only clothes I have in Wash¬ 
ington that’s not a suit,” he grins. 
As Katherine Boo wrote in The 
New Yorker, back when Ben¬ 
net was the crusading Denver 
schools superintendent, his open 
face and amiable manner “only 
partly masked the intensity and 
severity of his judgments.” He 
was, Boo wrote, “an overachiev¬ 
er. He liked to announce improb¬ 
able goals, then defy expecta¬ 
tions of failure.” 

Voting to let the country fall off 
the cliff was an audacious, even 
precocious, move by the Demo¬ 
cratic golden boy and presiden¬ 
tial pet-one that, oddly, put him 
on the side of Marco Rubio and 
Rand Paul rather than Obama 
and Joe Biden. “It is an interest¬ 
ing group,” he deadpanned 
about the naysayers. 

He also had to go against Majori¬ 
ty Leader Harry Reid, who anoint¬ 
ed the freshman to be the new 
leader of the Democratic Sena¬ 
torial Campaign Committee. 
Bennet, the future of his party, 
comes from the fertile territory 
of the Mountain West. Asked if 
his vote was a way to stake out 
some centrist and independent 
territory for a future White House 
run, he demurred, “No, no, no.” 
Appointed in 2009 and little 
known in his state, he managed 
to survive the conservative wave 
that swept out so many Demo¬ 
crats in 2010 and his coalition of 
Hispanics and women became 
the model for the Obama cam¬ 
paign in Colorado in 2012. Dem¬ 
ocrats are counting on Bennet to 
recruit a new generation of can¬ 
didates who will broaden the ap¬ 
peal and geographic reach of 
the party. 

In the frantic New Year’s Day 
deal-making, he voted “nay” 
at about 2 a.m., and the House 
passed the bill at around 11 p.m. 
He said he did so because the 
deal did not have meaning¬ 
ful deficit reduction, explaining: 
“Going over the cliff is a lousy 
choice and continuing to ignore 
the fiscal realities that we face is 
a lousy choice.” 


He said he thinks the president 
wants serious deficit cuts but is 
dealing with people “so intran¬ 
sigent I’m not sure they could 
be brought to an agreement 
that’s meaningful in the absence 
of going over the cliff. But it’s a 
terrible thing to say. People at 
home are so bone-tired of these 
outcomes.” 

He said his focus now is the same 
as when he was the Denver su¬ 
perintendent trying to get more 
poor kids to stay in school. 

“The burden of proof has to 
shift from the people who want 
to change the system to the 
people who want to keep it the 
same,” he said. ‘'I think if we can 
get people focused to do what 
we need to do to keep our kids 
from being stuck with this debt 
that they didn’t accrue, you 
might be surprised at how far we 
can move this conversation. 
“Washington politics no longer 
follows the example of our par¬ 
ents and our grandparents who 
saw as their first job creating 
more opportunity, not less, for 
the people who came after. My 
mother’s parents were refugees 
from Warsaw who came here 
after World War II because they 
could rebuild their shattered 
lives. But the political debate 
now is a zero-sum game that 
creates more problems than so¬ 
lutions.” 

He thinks the trouble is not so 
much a clash of Democratic and 
Republican orthodoxies as it is a 
clash of past and future. “I think 
the inhabitants of the past are 
fighting hard to keep the rents 
they acquired in the 20th cen¬ 
tury,” he said. 

I noted that his wife said that his 
special skill is knowing the dif¬ 
ference between worthy chal¬ 
lenges and impossible ones. He 
laughed, then mused: “This may 
be one of the impossible ones. 
But we have to do it. I know this 
country is not going to allow 
itself to go bankrupt. It’s chal¬ 
lenging, though, because in this 
town there are all kinds of peo¬ 
ple whose job it is to obfuscate 
the facts.” Then the exhausted 
senator left to see “Skyfall.” The 
one with James Bond, not John 
Boehner.Q 
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At coffee training camp, creating the perfect cup 


MATT RICHTEL 
© 2013 New York Times 
SAN FRANCISCO - Tristan 
Walach has a tattoo of 
the famous Las Vegas wel¬ 
come sign on his neck. He 
goes by the name Ant. He 
teaches people how to 
make coffee, profession¬ 
ally. 

I have come to learn from 
him. 

“People like you are the 
best to train,” he says, siz¬ 
ing me up. “You don’t 
have bad habits or pre¬ 


conceived notions. You're 
a blank slate." 

We're at Sightglass, a cafe 
near downtown San Fran¬ 
cisco with a huge coffee 
roaster near the front door. 
But Ant and I are tucked 
away upstairs, cordoned 
behind a chain and a sign: 
“Training in Session.” 

Such training centers are 
increasingly common, and 
not just at cafes: There are 
certification classes for 
baristas and even Camp 
Pull A-Shot, a four-day, 
three-night event. And 
there are also a growing 
number of regional and 
national “throwdowns” to 
find the most technically 
proficient, graceful makers 
of the best-tasting coffee 
drinks. 

Am I skeptical? Well, mak¬ 
ing coffee, even espresso, 
roughly entails pouring or 
pushing water through cof¬ 
fee. Sometimes by flicking a 
switch or pushing a button. 


Sure, Ant, you can up my 
coffee game, and then I'll 
spend three days at Camp 
Let’s Make Oatmeal. 

And, hey, I’m not precisely 
a blank slate. Without any 
training, I brew a very solid 
morning latte. And it’s su¬ 
perior to Starbucks, I brag 
to my wife, using only a 
$100 espresso maker and 
beans from a local cafe. 
“How hard can coffee be? 
It’s an attitude we’re con¬ 
stantly encountering,” said 
Ellie Matuszak, director of 


professional development 
for the Specialty Coffee 
Association of America, a 
trade group with thousands 
of company members and 
1,200 people in its growing 
Barista Guild. 

Ant, 34, whose title is direc¬ 
tor of education, says cof¬ 
fee requires a deft touch. 
“It’s the most complicated 
beverage we consume,” 
he said. 

The training center at Sight- 
glass includes a counter 
with several grinders, an 
industrial-strength espresso 
machine, a scale, coffee 
tampers and other para¬ 
phernalia. On a nearby 
island of reclaimed blond 
wood are 10 handleless 
cups, organized in five 
pairs, each half full of light- 
brown beans. 

But first, we are going to 
watch Ant’s PowerPoint 
presentation about where 
the best beans come from 
and how they are picked. 


There is also a slide titled 
“The Origin Myth.” It's folk¬ 
lore, a big-bang theory of 
the discovery of coffee by 
a goat herder in Ethiopia. 
Then it’s time to commence 
cupping. 

This entails smelling the 
contents of the white cups 
- beans from Kenya, Costa 
Rica, Ethiopia, El Salvador 
and Guatemala. I cannot 
detect much difference. 
Ant then introduces me 
to La Marzocco Linea, an 
espresso maker that runs 


$8,000 to $10,000. (The re¬ 
ally expensive machines. 
La Marzocco Strada and 
the Slayer, are downstairs 
for the baristas.) To its left 
is a $1,500 Mazzer Major 
grinder. On top is a button. 
My job is to push that but¬ 
ton, dispensing precisely 
19.5 grams of coffee into 


the filter. 

I'm supposed to give the 
coffee a little sift to even it 
out, then pack it down with 
the tamper. Ant shows me 
how to create about 35 
pounds of pressure, a give- 
or-take amount achieved 
by bending my knees for 
leverage and pushing on 
the tamper until the coffee 
pushes back. 

This step is crucial. Ant says, 
because otherwise water 
flows unevenly through the 
coffee, creating unwanted 
channels. I press another 
button, to run the water 
through the coffee. We 
press a timer to make sure 
I leave the water flowing 
for 25 seconds. Brown and 
tan espresso flows into the 
demitasse, which Ant calls 
the “vessel.” 

Ant sips. “It's not terribly of¬ 
fensive.” 

Ant offers wisdom: “The dif¬ 
ference between a good 
barista and a great one is 
the great barista has the 
courage to toss a shot.” We 
toss my amoebas in the sink. 
I have a second chance 
coming. I tell Ant that I’m 
getting more training with 
Chris Baca at Verve, a cafe 
and roaster in Santa Cruz. 
His eyes light up. 

“He’s great! I trained with 
him,” he says. 

But first, I try to put some of 
my training to work at home 
the next morning. I throw 
out the first three shots. 
Something is wrong. I was 
making excellent espresso 
just the day before. I have 
actually gotten worse. 
Baca, 32, planned to be a 
high school history teacher. 
But he dropped out of col¬ 


lege and took a job at a 
cafe in Modesto. He de¬ 
veloped a love affair with 
coffee, moved to San Fran¬ 
cisco to work for a trendy 
cafe called Ritual, then 
started competing in 2006. 
In 2010, he finished second 
out of 50 competitors in 
the U.S. Barista Champion¬ 
ship. In the freestyle com¬ 
petition, he made a creme 
anglaise espresso drink, 
cherry infused with a citrus 
garnish. 

“I know, this all seems like 
‘Best in Show,”' says Ryan 
O’Donovan, an owner of 
Verve, referring to the faux 
documentary about dog 
shows. “It seems ridiculous. 
We're trying to make it less 
ridiculous." 

Reality check: I'm trying 
to make it through cha¬ 
otic mornings at home 
with a clamoring fam¬ 
ily. O’Donovan is amused. 
Why, he asks, would I make 
espresso in the morning, let 
alone latte? 

“I make drip coffee,” 
O'Donovan explains. Baca 
does, too. That’s because 
making a good espresso 
requires preparation and 
cleanup. Even when it all 
goes right, it takes time. 
Like making a good meal. 
“Coffee isn’t just coffee,” 
O’Donovan says. 

It’s “just like anything else,” 
Baca chimes in. 

I instantly take his meaning: 
Coffee - what I assumed 
was just a simple, neces¬ 
sary thing to start my day 
- is something more than 
that. It may not require cer¬ 
tification but it does require 
more attention than I real¬ 
ized. 

With my cram session at an 
end, O’Donovan leaves 
me with a laugh and a 
warning: “You’re heading 
down the rabbit hole.” 

In the ensuing days, I start 
using the timer on the mi¬ 
crowave to make sure I’m 
pulling my espresso shots 
for 25 seconds. I troll the 
Internet for counsel on 
what might be a next-step 
espresso maker. But even 
with my old gear and a 
bit of leftover coffee from 
Sightglass, my shots have 
gotten discernibly better, 
and occasionally good. 

I place an order for coffee 
from Verve. □ 



Chris Baca’s tulip pattern from steamed milk during a coffee 
training session at Verve in Santa Cruz., Calif. Coffee-making 
training centers are increasingly common, and not just at cafes, 
offering certification classes for baristas. 

(Jim Wilson/The New York Times) 



Tristan Walach, who goes by the name Ant and is the director of education at Sightglass, during a 
coffee training session, in San Francisco. (Jim Wilson/The New York Times) 































